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President’s Message 

I have been enjoying beautiful weather all 
summer in CT but now as I write this, I must 
contemplate my return to FL. I am filled with 
mixed emotions. I want to return to my Osprey 
home and relish the fact that I will have no snow 
to shovel come winter. However, I am 
apprehensive to leave my family and friends 
behind…. With much enthusiasm, I welcome 
back our members who have been away during 
the summer. Now is the time to embrace our new 
GCICS Program Year; be part of our 2022-2023 
planned activities and the many special events 
that our Board has worked so diligently to plan 
for you. Remember, you are an integral part of 
our success; do attend - we need you. Please note 
that our Welcome Back Luncheon at Mattison’s 
41 will be our first event of the year. (See details 
further on in the newsletter.) 
 
October is Italian American Heritage Month. It is 
a time for GCICS to remember and honor our 
Italian American families. A Washington Post 
article, “How America Became Italian”, tells of 
the Italian immigrants’ path and how they 
assimilated into American life. Their hard work 
was indelibly linked to their success as skilled 
and unskilled labor jobs were plentiful in 
America’s growing economy. They brought their 

talents, skills, and culture. These first immigrants 
isolated themselves into urban ghettos where they 
could comfortably live with other Italians sharing 
their same life experiences. However, we must 
imagine their children integrating with American 
children in classrooms, bringing home new ideas 
to their families. It is easy to understand how 
music, art, and other cultural elements played an 
enormous part in shaping what is the Italian 
American of today. This blending of old-world 
ideas with newly formed alliances and 
friendships with other established ethnic groups, 
this is how the Italian American emerged!   
 
We have those first immigrants to thank for the 
countless names we pay homage to today whether 
it be in the arts, sports, sciences, gastronomy, or 
language. Their beginnings more than 100 years 
ago, and the hardships and ridicule they faced at 
the time did not deter them. Italian Americans 
have become highly respected and have melded 
into our society, sharing their culture and ideas, 
producing a bountiful harvest of skills and talents. 
They traveled here on ships in hopes that at the 
end of a most arduous trip they would find work 
and a place in our society. Italians created a new 
society that has benefitted all Americans. At this 

 



time of year, I have a chance to think about my 
own Italian heritage and be proud. 
   
On October 22 at our Welcome Back Luncheon, 
we will honor Roberto Mei as GCICS Italian 
American of the year. Roberto is known to most 
of us as the restauranteur of Cafe Baci, the 
restaurant where we held St. Joseph celebrations 
for many years. Learn about Roberto’s 
contributions in Sarasota and what makes him an 
exceptional awardee. He will enlighten all of us 
about himself and his family and why he is 
worthy of this recognition. Mark your calendars 
and sign up now! Don’t miss it. We need all of 
you to get excited and join us at this event.  
Thank you to the Board for the hard work this 
summer, bringing you a robust calendar for 2022-
2023. Each of us is unique and has special 
responsibilities and talents. We are a team and 
possess a common goal. We step up and step in 
whenever there is a need to make GCICS 

successful. Special thanks to Ellen Roderick, our 
Secretary. Her contributions to GCICS are 
worthy of praise. I implore all members to 
consider getting involved with one of our special 
events or committees. Special thanks to all 
members and hope to see you soon. 
 
Julie Bondarenko 
President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOCCE NEWS 
Fall is here and many of our members are returning from visits north, including me. Many stalwarts have 
played bocce through the hot summer months. We thank Jerry Hall for maintaining the court.   
 
For new members, we gather in an informal manner to play bocce on most Sundays from approximately 2-
4 pm. Our Club maintains a single court on the Conservation Foundation grounds located at 400 Palmetto 
Ave. in Osprey. This road runs parallel to Rt. 41 behind the Spanish Point visitor center. Experience is NOT 
necessary, and we welcome new players! 
 

As previously stated, WE maintain the bocce court there, but when the Conservation Foundation is having 
a function which conflicts with the time we play bocce, we are kindly asked not to play. Upcoming 
conflicting dates when we SHOULD NOT play are Oct. 23, Oct. 30, and Nov. 6. Please mark them on your 
calendars. Although these dates come all at once, this does not happen very often. 
 

We formerly held our fall Welcome Back Picnic next to this bocce court but found that renting a larger site 
at the North Jetty Park in Nokomis worked better for our group. Because last year’s event went so well, we 
will return to this site on Nov. 13. Don’t miss this day!    
 

Questions?      
Tom Hurban, Bocce & Welcome Back Picnic Chair 
 908 507 3048 or  dorisntom@gmail.com        

 

 



 

ITALIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE MONTH 

      MESSA DELLA CULTURA ITALIANO 

 
 
Your Board of Directors is excited to announce our GCICS Italian Cultural Heritage Month 
Welcome Back Luncheon on Sat, Oct 22, 2022, from 11:30-2:30 pm at Mattison’s 41. 

  

GCICS will honor Roberto Mei, retired Founder and Proprietor of Café Baci, an Italian 
restaurant beloved by so many in Sarasota and surrounding counties.  The Society will declare him 
“GCICS 2022 Italian American of the Year” during the luncheon. Roberto will deliver the keynote 
address prior to presentation of the honor. We hope that you will honor Roberto with your presence 
and meet a member of Sarasota’s business community who devoted over 30 years to enhancing 
the “cuisine” and “social scene” of greater Sarasota. 

  

To be safe, we ask you to honor this request: please make sure you have been fully vaccinated 
(2 shots) and not had exposure to a COVID-positive person within 5 days of the luncheon. 

 Here are the details:  

Event: “GCICS Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back Luncheon” 
Date/Time: Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, 11:30 am-2:30 pm 
Location: Mattison’s 41 Restaurant, 7275 So. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231 
Cost: $42 all inclusive 
Registration: Please use GCICS website to register/pay (instructions appear at end of this email) 
If Unable to Register Online: Mail check to Judy Herman, 6150 Turnbury Pk. Dr #3103, Sarasota, 
FL 34243; payable to GCICS; include each person’s name and entrée selection, by name. 
Deadline:  Online by October 12; or in Judy’s mailbox by Oct 12. 
Point of Contact: Ellen Roderick, 301-775-1344 (train@erols.com) 
Program: “GCICS 2022 Italian American of the Year” Ceremony, with Roberto Mei providing 
the keynote. 
 
 



 
 

Menu 

 
*Bruschetta 

*Mattison’s Caesar Salad 
*Penne ala Vodka 

*Entrée (select one) 
(1) Chicken Chevre topped with wilted spinach, roasted tomatoes and herbed              

goat cheese finished with a basil beurre blanc. 
           (2) Rosemary & Lemon Honey Glazed Salmon with a citrus beurre blanc. 
(3) Grilled Vegetable Paella: traditional Spanish saffron rice with garlic, onions, green olives, 
peas, red peppers, artichoke hearts & tomatoes; topped with grilled asparagus, artichokes, 

and zucchini (Vegan, DF, GF); served as is, no additional sides. 
 
*Accompanying entrees (1) & (2) above: Chef's Choice of Starch & Veggie 

*Dessert: assorted mini desserts 
*Beverages & Coffee included. 

CASH BAR 
 

 
  
STEPS FOR PAYING ONLINE 

*Go to this GCICS address: www.gcics.org/payment 
*On 1st page, check “Member”, enter first & last name, email address, phone #, and click on the 
blue block. 
*On 2nd page, enter the total amount of your payment, then enter in the block directly below 
“10/22/22” and list the name(s) of the person(s) for whom you are paying & their entrée 
choice by person’s name. Please make sure you do this step. 
*Click PayPal checkout and the next page will come up. Complete what is needed. 
*Note: You do not need a PayPal account to pay for GCICS events. PayPal will accept your credit 
card directly. You will receive a confirmation email once you have completed the transaction. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

MARIE CORSENTINO 

 
Marie Corsentino, 92, passed away in early September 2022.  She was a resident of 
Sarasota, FL for the past 27 years. Marie was born on June 23, 1930, in New York, and 
lived in Massapequa, Long Island. She and her husband enjoyed their vacation home in 
Wells, NY.   
 
Marie was preceded in death by her husband, Patrick, to whom she was married for 64 
years. Pat passed away in February 2020. Marie is survived by three children, Patricia, 
Philip and his wife Beth, and Dorothy and her husband Peter; seven grandchildren, Tricia, 
Justin and his wife Alejandra, Keely and her husband Jackson, Joy and her husband Matt, 
Allison, Billy, and Emily; and five great grandchildren, Natalie, Jason, Carter, Talia, and 
Riley. 
 
Marie was a charter member of the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society (GCICS), serving in 
many capacities, including the Society’s 2007 President.  Marie was very active in planning 
social events each month for several years. Marie and her husband were honored as 
“GCICS Italian Americans of the Year.” 
 
Millie Bennett, a close friend of Marie’s and a colleague in GCICS for 30 years, shared the 
following thoughts: “Marie was a pleasant, giving woman. She was a brilliant teacher and 
had a beautiful soprano voice. She spoke Italian so beautifully.”  
 
Sympathy messages may be sent to Marie’s daughter, Patricia Jaret, 8021 Bobcat Circle, 
Sarasota, FL 34238. May our dear Marie rest in peace. 
 
Written by Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary 

SARASOTA YOUTH OPERA PERFORMANCE & DINNER 



 

Event: Sarasota Youth Opera Performance & Dinner 
Performance: “The Secret World of Og”, Sarasota Opera House, 61 N. Pineapple Ave., 
Sarasota, FL 34236. 

The Sarasota Youth Opera will perform the operatic adaptation of the well-known children’s 
book by Canadian icon Pierre Berton. Discover the classic story of a group of siblings who 
venture into the dark subterranean world of the Ogs to rescue their baby brother and cat. This 
story has been a favorite with Canadian children since its publication in the 1960s. 

Date: Saturday, Nov 5, 2022 
Time: Performance: 5:00 pm; Dinner following. 
Location: Dinner at Café Amici, 1371 Main St. Sarasota, FL 34236 
Cost: Performance: $30; Dinner cost will vary depending on your order. 

Registration: Please use GCICS website to register/pay (instructions appear at end of this email); 
you must indicate who is dining as well. 
If Unable to Register Online: Mail check to Linda Mercurio, 5770 Deer Hollow Ln. W., 
Sarasota, FL 34232; payable to GCICS; include each person’s name; indicate if person(s) plan 
to attend the dinner. 
Deadline:  Online by October 24; or in Linda’s mailbox by Oct 24. 
Point of Contact: Linda Mercurio, 941-400-1156 (lindascot5770@gmail.com) OR Ellen 
Roderick, 301-775-1344 (itrain@erols.com) 
  
  

STEPS FOR PAYING ONLINE 

*Go to this GCICS address: www.gcics.org/payment 
*On 1st page, check “Member”, enter first & last name, email address, phone #, and click on the 
blue block. 
*On 2nd page, enter the total amount of your payment, then enter in the block directly below 
“11/5/22” and list the name(s) of the person(s) for whom you are paying. Also, indicate if 
you are attending the dinner. Please make sure you do this step. 
*Click PayPal checkout and the next page will come up. Complete what is needed. 
*Note: You do not need a PayPal account to pay for GCICS events. PayPal will accept your 
credit card directly. You will receive a confirmation email within an hour or so once you have 
completed the transaction. 
 
 



BOCCE PICNIC 
 

 
WELCOME BACK PICNIC 

Greetings all. Last year our picnic committee and Board decided to change the venue from the 
grounds near our bocce court to a new location at the North Jetty Park in Nokomis. We received 
only positive feedback on the event and have decided to return there. The large pavilion which has 
many picnic tables undercover has been reserved. The beach and restrooms are close by. We’ll 
attempt to delineate a makeshift bocce court. This location is easy to find. After crossing the bridge 
to the Nokomis beaches on Casey Key, turn left and travel until the homes end, then turn right into 
the parking lot. The pavilion is now very visible to your left.   

WHEN: November 13 from 12:30 until 4:30   
 
WHERE: North Jetty Park pavilion. Nokomis. Rain or Shine 
 
SEATING: Multiple picnic benches.   
Bring a different chair if something more comfortable is needed.  
 
DRINKS: Alcohol is permitted. Bring whatever your personal beverage   preferences are. One                  
restriction is that the Park Commission wants NO glass. Handle this the best way you can.   
 
UTENSILS: We provide plastic silverware. You are welcome to bring metal.  We also have paper      
plates, napkins, plastic glasses.   
 
FOOD: After many years we have found the following system works.   Each party brings whatever 
main course they themselves will   enjoy. You are also asked to bring another item to share with 
the   group. This can be an appetizer, a salad, or a dessert.  
  
FEE: NO charge! PLEASE COME and bring your smile!   

Reservations: Not needed, but we want to be prepared so please let me know if you plan to come. 
 
Thank you,  
Tom Hurban   
Bocce Chairman 
 
dorisntom@gmail.com or 908 507 3048   

This Photo by Unknown Author is 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Good Left Undone,  
Adriana Trigiani                                                       
2022, 437 pages 
Review by Leita Kaldi Davis 
 
When considering the past, contemplate these things: The evil done, the good left undone, and the 
time wasted.”  Trigiani focuses on the second idea in this story of three generations from 
Viareggio, from the 1920s till today. She writes about Italian culture, traditions, and history, from 
the viewpoint of the Cabrelli family. The father is an expert jeweler, and jewels gleam throughout 
the book, from ruby mines in India to the artistry of design in Viareggio. Domenica is a central 
character, a dynamic daughter of the first generation, whose best friend is a young man named 
Silvio who joins her in rebellious escapades. The town castigates him and his mother, because he 
has no father and is known as “il bastardo.”  They eventually flee the lashing tongues of the 
populace and Domenica is heartbroken to lose her comrade. She grows up to become a nurse for 
the town doctor and the local convent of medical nuns. Because of Domenica’s indiscretion 
concerning women’s sexual well-being, the convent and the local priest banish her to a convent in 
Marseilles, to collaborate with nuns in its Catholic hospital. There she meets Captain McVicars, 
of the Scottish Navy, who has been injured in a fire aboard his ship off the coast. They inexorably 
fall in love but must part when the captain returns to duty. As the catastrophe of World War II 
unfolds, the nuns flee to a convent in Scotland. Domenica is painfully homesick for Viareggio and 
longs to return. In Scotland, she inevitably meets Captain McVicars again and their romance 
culminates in marriage and the birth of a daughter, Matelda. But McVicars’ ship is torpedoed by 
a German U-boat and he dies trying to save his crew. 
 
There is a fascinating account of the round-up of Italians in England and Scotland when Mussolini 
joined the Axis. Also in the United States, Italians were wrenched from their homes and sent to 
camps, exiled to remote islands, and treated as “the enemy.”   
 
Finally, as the war ends, Domenica is allowed to return to war-torn Italy with her daughter and 
settles with her parents and extended family. The next two generations describe descendants, each 
vividly portrayed by the author. Some of these descendants are evil, some waste time, but most try 
to do as much good as they can. Domenica meets her childhood friend, Silvio, and their destiny is 
fulfilled as the reader expects. 
 
Trigiani is the New York Times bestselling author of eighteen books in fiction and nonfiction, 
published in thirty-eight languages. Her writing style is captivating, very imaginative and 
especially appealing to people of Italian descent. 

 



 

 

Dues Renewal 
 

Dear GCICS Members, 

 It is time to renew your GCICS membership: Individual=$35; Family=$60 

*Please pay online if possible; directions appear below. 

*GCICS Membership Renewal Form is attached if you must pay by check. 

*If unable to print form, put the information on a piece of paper and submit 
with a check. 

*We welcome scholarship donations. 

*Deadline: Nov 30, 2022.  

  

Do’s & Don’ts – PLEASE. . . 

1. Do not give your dues/scholarship donation to another member and ask 
him/her to include it in his/her check.  This has created problems in the 
past. 

2. Do not include your dues/scholarship donation in a check that includes 
payment for an event.  This has created problems in the past. 

3. Do not include dues/scholarship donation in same payment as an event 
online.  You make dues payment in a separate part of our website. 

4. Let me know if you decide NOT to renew so that I will no longer send 
reminders to you.  

  

 

 



STEPS FOR RENEWING GCICS MEMBERSHIP ONLINE 

Note: You do not need a PayPal account to renew GCICS membership. PayPal will 
accept your credit card directly. You will receive a confirmation email. 
  
*Bring up GCICS website: www.gcics.org 
*In upper right, click on JOIN/RENEW GCICS 
*Scroll down to box on left entitled “Electronic Join/Renew” 
*In first block (“Names”) type in one (single) or two (couple) names: 
Example: Ellen Roderick (single) or Gordon & Joyce Bloom (couple); if the 
couple’s names are different, include both full names: Example: Mary 
Rinaldi & Jack Norman. 
*Type address & select country in drop down menu. 
*Type phone number (with area code) & email in same block. 
*Check box if your address or phone number have changed. 
*Type special interest(s) if you wish. 
*Check Individual or Family block. 
*Click on blue box to move to payment & to make a scholarship 
donation. 
*Screen will move to a new page. 
*If you wish to make a scholarship donation, add the figure to the figures 
shown. Example: Single membership showed $35 for me; if I wish to make 
a $100 donation, then I change the figure to $135. 
*Click on “PayPal Checkout” (yellow box). 
*Screen will move to a new page. 
*Proceed to enter any required information to make the payment. 
  
NOTIFICATION 

*You will receive an email 
from: service@paypal.com service@paypal.com entitled: Receipt for Your 
Payment to Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society 

which shows the transaction and is your receipt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DUES RENEWAL FORM 
10/1/2022 - 9/30/2023 

 
DEAR MEMBERS, 
Membership covers the fiscal year that begins on October 1 of one year and ends on September 30 
of the next year.  If you initially joined GCICS on or after March 1, 2022, your membership is 
automatically extended through September 30, 2023.  Dues must be received no later than 
November 30, 2022.   
 
❑ Individual Membership ($35)     ❑ Family Membership ($60)   
 
❑ Donation to Scholarship Fund  

Select One:   BOOSTER ❑$20-$49    DONOR ❑ $50-$99     
                      PATRON ❑$100-$249   SPONSOR ❑$250-$499      
                      ANGEL ❑$500-$999      BENEFACTOR ❑$1000+ 
    Membership Amount $_____________ 
    Scholarship Amount   $_____________ 
    Total Enclosed            $_____________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name(s) 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone        E-Mail Address 
 
Areas of special interest & personal talents you would like to share with the group 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature: ________________________________    Date: _____________________________ 
 

Please write “Membership” in lower left corner of your envelope & mail 
completed form  

and check to GCICS, PO Box 2591, Sarasota, FL 34230 
 

The Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society, Inc. (GCICS) is an IRS recognized Sec. 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization 
and a FL   
registered charity.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352 TOLL FREE WITHIN 
THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY 
THE STATE.  The registration number of GCICS is: CH7166.  It receives 100% of each contribution.  
 

 



                                                                                
 
OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 
President 
Julie Bondarenko 
juliebondy@yahoo.com 
Vice President  
Membership Chair  
Linda Mercurio 
Lindascot5770@gmail.com 
Secretary    
Ellen Roderick, PhD   
itrain@erols.com 
Assistant Secretary 
Judy Herman 
taxmadam@msn.com 
Treasurer 
Penny Thomas 
dafyddpen@AOL.com 
Bocce Chair 
Tom Hurban, DDS 
dorisntom@gmail.com 
Courtesy   
Mary Lou Ferrari   
MLFFLYME@yahoo.com 
Director At Large 
Linda Ahern 
lindalahern@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor   
Mary Faith Rinaldi   
maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com 
Social and Cultural Chair 
George Arfield 
arfield@yahoo.com 
Happy Hour Co-Chair 
Jerry Hall 
CZHalls@verizon.net 
Technology Chair 
Gordon Bloom 
Gordon.bloom@att.net 
 
Past Presidents 
Joseph Raffaele, PhD     1988-1992 
Gabriella Thurston         1993-2001 
Patrick Corsentino          2001-2004 
Arthur Castraberti          2004-2006 
Marie Corsentino            2007 
Mary Amabile Palmer    2008-2010 
William Korp         2010-2014 
Anthony Esposito            2015-2016 
Sheryl Lazzarotti              2016-2020       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate Korp, wife of past president Bill Korp, who 
underwent  major back surgery and is in physical therapy. 

 

Jack Norman, husband of Mary Rinaldi, who will undergo 
a colon cancer operation on October 4th. 

 



 

 


