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Ladies and Gentlemen of GCICS,  

 

I am delighted to report that we kicked off 

2016 with our most successful Town Hall 

Meeting in the history of our beloved 

Society!  We received many positive 

comments after the event and that evening 

as well.  To quote one of our couples who 

wrote: "We wanted to tell you what a lovely 

time we had at the luncheon and lecture 

yesterday.  You made it all look 

easy!  Thank you.  Great job!  Leita's lecture 

was informative and so interesting.  Even 

after that very nice lunch everyone paid full 

attention."  A full report appears in this 

newsletter. 

 

Our Society owes a debt of gratitude to 

those who made it possible.  They do not 

need to be identified as they know who they 

are and can rest comfortably in the 

knowledge that they "led the way".  God 

bless them as this has now become a 

defining moment for your Society.  Aristotle 

said: "Excellence is not an act; it is a 

habit!"  I pray we will act with that in mind 

from here on as we try to propel our 

Society's vision into the future. 

We have members with excellent 

backgrounds and experiences.  We are now 

encouraged to take advantage of that 

knowledge, using it to enlighten those in our 

community.  Again, I implore you to "be not 

afraid!"  Step up and let us hear from you, 

offering to assist your Society in any way 

your heart leads you.  Please consider the 

words that have guided my entire adult life: 

* Do not walk ahead of me as I may not 

follow, 

* Do not walk behind me as I may not lead, 

* But walk beside me and be my friend!  

 

May God bless the Gulf Coast Italian 

Culture Society's journey into our greater 

Sarasota 

Community. 

 

Ciao for now, 

Anthony Esposito  

 

 



BOCCE CORNER NEWS 

 

 
 

 
Member Linda Ahern has invited our club to a Bocce Invitational at The Cascades, 

located on Lockwood Ridge in Sarasota. We need 2 person teams to play on their 3 courts.  Play 

is being set up as a double elimination "tournament".  Everyone will have an opportunity to play 

at least twice.  Please note this a fun day!  We need you to come to play, to cheer and to enjoy 

the after game festivities.   Please bring pom poms for cheering and a lawn chair.  The after party 

includes pizza, antipasti salad, wings, wine, soda, coffee and all paper products, and possibly 

some small trophies!  This repast will be placed on each table of eight, so there is no getting up 

for a buffet.  Linda's group asks for some homemade desserts to finish the festivities; dessert will 

not be provided. 

Definite numbers are vital so that the food can be ordered accordingly.  Also your 

name will be on the list at the Security entrance to Cascades.  Come even if you aren't playing 

bocce; we need a cheering squad and you don't want to miss out on the after party. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to wear our club shirts.  Shirts can be ordered from 

Sheryl Lazzarotti, 908-803-4400, or you can buy a club patch to place on your own shirt.  Shirt 

colors are either red, white or green, in both male and female styles.  Order ahead so you can be 

sure to have one! 

Now is the time to come on Sundays to our court at The Conservation Foundation at Bay 

Preserve, 400 Palmetto Ave, Osprey, at 1:30 to practice and to form our 2 man teams.  As 

always, please call the Hurbans for any information or directions, 941-966-2745.   

 

  

EVENT:  Bocce Invitational 

 

DATE:  February 6, 2016 

 

TIME:  1:00 pm 

 

LOCATION:  The Cascades on Lockwood Ridge Rd. in Sarasota 

 

COST:  $15 per person:  Checks made out to Linda Ahern 

 

RESERVE:  Mail checks to Doris or Tom Hurban, 931 Scherer Way, Osprey, Fl.  

34229 

 



VALENTINE DINNER/SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER 

           

GCICS will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Sunday, February 14.  Vince and  

Tam Amoroso are graciously hosting the party in their beautiful home.  They will 

be preparing the entrée of roast pork and a pasta salad. All money raised is for 

the GCICS Scholarship Fund.  Linda Mercurio will be raffling off restaurant gift 

certificates to raise additional scholarship dollars.  It will be a “bring a dish” event 

where members will bring a bottle of wine and a dish.  Tam and Vince will provide 

the main dish.  The type of dish that you will bring will be according to the first 

letter of your last name.  Here are the categories that we will follow: 

 A – D:   is assigned a dessert  
 E - K:     is assigned an appetizer 
 L– Z:      is assigned a side dish 
 

                                                                       
WHAT:  Valentine Day Party 

DATE:  Sunday, February 14, 2016 

TIME:  5:30 – 9:00 PM 

PLACE:  The Amoroso Home, 1409 Westbrook Drive, Sarasota, Phone: 923-0329 

COST:  $30 PER PERSON 

RESERVE: Limited to the first 35 who submit their checks 
  RSVP by Wednesday, February 10, 2016  

Make checks payable to GCICS and mail to:  

  Joe Moccia, 705 Whitfield Ave, Sarasota, FL 34243 

 
DIRECTIONS: From US 41 heading south, turn right onto Bay Road.  Go to the stop sign at Camino Real 
and turn left.  Go to Westbrook Drive and turn right. 
 

 



 
Gift Certificates Received This Past Month 

 

               
 

Arts & Eats 
Audrey’s Jamaican Cuisine 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Burger & Beer 
Coffee Loft 
Eggsaordinary – Cattleman Rd. 
Geckos 
Gianni’s 
Legacy Golf Club 
Libby’s 

Lotsa Lobster 
Mozzarella Fella 
Olive Garden 
Piccolo’s 
Red Lobster 
Salute! 
Servandos 
Taste of Italy 
Word of Mouth - downtown 
Yachtsea Grille

 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP CORNER 

 

 
 

The following is a note sent by Maria Sheppard, one of last year’s scholarship recipients: 

 

Dear Sheryl Lazzarotti & the entire Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society: 

 

I want to thank you again for selecting me as a GCICS merit scholarship recipient.  I have 

recently completed my first semester at the Florida State University with straight As!  I will be 

receiving a decision from the FSU Nursing Program in April.  I will be sure to keep you posted!  

Thank you for investing in my future; it means the world to me. 

 

Warm regards, 

Maria Sheppard 



 

 

 

GCICS PAST PRESIDENT MARY PALMER CELEBRATES HER 90TH 

Article & Photos by Dr. Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary 

On Sun, Dec 27, 1925 Mary Amabile entered this world.  On Sat, Dec 26, 2015 family and 

friends gathered at the Sarasota Bay Club to celebrate Mary Amabile Palmer’s 90th birthday.  

Mary’s daughter-in-law, Amy Palmer of Mill Valley, CA planned a beautiful High Tea in her 

honor.  It truly was a special occasion because Mary’s family members were all present to 

honor their mother, mother-in-law, aunt, grandmother and great-grandmother.  Mary’s two 

sons, John and David, both paid tribute to their mother but it did not stop there.  Some of her 

grandchildren spoke as well with great fondness for their “NANA.”  In fact, some of them made 

a photo collage (see picture below) containing photos taken throughout her life.  Three GCICS 

couples represented many close friends from GCICS who could not be there due to the holidays 

and trips north.  Pictured below: (1) Mary with her two sons; (2) the “NANA” collage; (3) the 

birthday cake; (4) the GCICS members in attendance.  Mary’s family includes her two sons and 

wives, John & Amy and David & Lindsay; 2 grandsons, 2 granddaughters, 2 step 

granddaughters, a step granddaughter’s husband, and 3 great grandsons; Mary’s sole nephew; 

and her former daughter-in-law and husband.  Mary has been a dedicated GCICS member for 

many years and served as President from 2008-2010.  She continues to stay active in our 

Society.  Mary, we wish you continued good health and happiness. May you live to be 120! 

 

 

  



GCICS ANNUAL MEETING – ANOTHER GRAND SUCCESS! 
Dr. Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary and Town Hall Facilitator 

 

GCICS held its annual luncheon meeting along with a “town hall” segment and an outstanding 

lecture on January 8, 2016 as prescribed by the GCICS Bylaws.  Fifty-three members and guests, 

including 10 of our 14 Board members, spent the afternoon dining, socializing, providing 

thoughtful feedback, and learning a great deal from Leita Davis’s insightful and touching 

presentation on Italian Americans serving in WW II.  At the end of her presentation, Leita asked 

members to come forward who had stories to share about their connection with the war.  Five 

members did so including Marie McEntee, Tony Cagliostro, Joe Polizzi, Blanche Barresi and 

Teresa Latona.   

The Board extends warm thanks to all who came to the meeting.  We doubled attendance over 

last year.  Heartfelt thanks to our speaker Leita Davis, President Anthony, and committee 

member Mary Rinaldi.  What did we learn from our members?  As the facilitator, my notes 

reflect the following: 

 Just about every attendee attended at least one society function during 2015, and in 
most cases it was 2 or 3 functions. Members are supportive of receiving the newsletter 
via email. 

 Suggested programs include: presentations that follow up on Italian commerce/business 
successes addressed by Dr. Latona at the fall brunch; Italian movies in both Italian and 
English followed by discussion; opera performances, films and discussions; increased 
cultural activities; perhaps a pasta class; field trips; and continuation of language 
classes. 

 Suggestions for increasing membership: rewards to those who bring in new members; 
holding a dinner where members bring potential members.    

 Suggestions for increased participation in our activities: be sensitive to the costs; offer 
carpool assistance. 

 

These are just some ideas from the members.  Let’s keep the dialogue going at future events.  

We did a little business also.  Anthony Esposito, Bill Korp, Tom Hurban, Linda Mercurio and 

Dwight Pendola were elected to 3-year terms on the Board.  Anthony discussed the newly 

redesigned/user-friendly website, the new Bocce Program, donated gift certificate raffles to 

raise scholarship dollars, a professional treasurer, and the continued awarding of scholarships 

to worthy students in Sarasota and Manatee counties.  Photos include Leita Davis presenting; 

Ellen Roderick & Mary Rinaldi, Co-Chairs, with members Gene McLoone & Mary Palmer; 

Gordon Bloom of Venice, newest GCICS member; Blanche Barresi sharing, with Barbara 

Barattini; and members who shared stories (see names above). 

 



   

 

   

 

   

 

 



SAINT JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 

 
 

Joseph was chosen by God as the trustworthy guardian and protector of his greatest 

treasures, namely, his divine Son and Mary, Joseph’s wife.  He is celebrated in the 

Italian community and is the patron saint of Sicily.  Breadcrumbs are usually 

incorporated into dishes.  They symbolize sawdust which reminds us of Joseph’s 

job as a carpenter.  It is an Italian tradition to wear red on this day.  Saint Joseph’s 

Feast Day is March 19 because that is believed to be his birthday. 

 

This year we are trying a different venue since Roskamp is getting too small to 

accommodate our numbers.  We hope that you will enjoy having our celebration at 

Chianti’s.  The celebration will take place on Sunday, March 20, 2016. 

 

MENU 

 

FIRST COURSE 

Individual Antipasto Misto 

 

SECOND COURSE 

Penne Pomodoro 

 

THIRD COURSE – CHOOSE ONE 

Veal Piccata 

Salmon Livornee 

Lamb Shank 

Chicken Marsala 

Eggplant Parmigiana 

 

AFTER DINNER APERATIF 

Limoncello 

 

DESSERT 

Zeppole di San Giuseppe 

CASH BAR 



 
 

 

 

 

WHAT: La Festa Di San Giuseppe (The Feast of St. Joseph) 

 

WHEN: Sunday, March 20, 2016 (Note: This is a change from previously 

announced date of 3/19/16.) 

 

WHERE: Chianti Ristorante Italiano 

  3900 Clark Road, Sarasota 

 

TIME: 2 - 5 PM 

 

COST: $36/per person all inclusive 

 

RESERVE: Make check payable to GCICS, specify entrée choice(s), and mail to: 

  Connie Campisi 

  739 Shadow Bay Way 

  Sarasota, Florida  34229 

  Phone:  918-8969 

   

 

P.S.  Don’t forget to wear red! 

 
 
 

 

 

 



2015 – 2016 GCICS Italian Classes 

 

 

Location: Bay Village, 8400 Vamo Road, Sarasota, FL 34231, Telephone:  941 966 5611 

Conditions of usage:  Guests must park below, immediately to the left of the gate upon entry.  

Either walk up the stairs or the road to the main entrance.  Participants must sign in at 

reception and wear a name tag the entire time in the building.  Absolutely forbidden, food or 

any beverage including bottled water brought into the meeting room. 

Directions to the room location:  After sign-in at reception, proceed to the left.  Just after the 

elevators, (in front of the gift shop) turn left and proceed half-way down the hall.  The room we 

meet in is on the right (just past the computer room and just before the mailroom). The room is 

almost directly across from the restroom. 

Textbook information:  Book may be purchased on line.  Barnes and Noble sometimes has this 

book in stock.  It is appreciated that students have the book for the start of these sessions.   

Book information:  Italian: A Self-Teaching Guide by Edoardo A. Lèbano, Publisher John Wiley & 

Sons, Inc.  , copyright 2000, ISBN 978-0-471-35961-6 

Due to scheduling conflict all Italian classes will be offered only every other 

Monday for the rest of the season.  The revised schedule for all classes will be as 

follows: 

 
Mondays in February: Feb 1, 15, 29 
 
Mondays in March: March 15 and 28 
 
Mondays in April:  April 11 and 25 
 
 
 



 

 

            OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 
President    
Anthony Esposito   
Anth.esposito@gmail.com 
Vice President   
Joe Moccia  
marymoccia@verizon.net 
Secretary    
Ellen Roderick, PhD   
itrain@erols.com 
Treasurer 
Dwight Pendola 
dpendola@live.com 
Immediate Past President 
William Korp 
wrkorp@comcast.net 
Bocce 
Thomas Hurban, DDS 
dorisntom@gmail.com 
Courtesy   
Isabel Istorico   
Isabelistorico585@comcast.net 
Cultural & Social   
Carmella Campisi   
739carmella@comcast.net 
Language Classes 
Patricia Novak 
principessaitalia@gmail.com 
Marketing 
Linda Mercurio 
lindascot@iname.com 
Membership   
Robert Amedeo   
bobnatamedeo@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor   
Mary F Rinaldi   
maryfrinaldi@yahoo.com 
Photographer 
Pasqual Astore 
pat@21stcenturyinternational.com 
Scholarship 
Sheryl Lazzarotti 
slazzarotti@gmail.com 
 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE 
Frank Coppa   
fcoppa50@gmail.com 
 
COORDINATORS 
Restaurants 
Linda Ahern 
lindalahern@aol.com 
Website 
Marco Mazzoni 
Marco_mazzoni@outlook.com 

Past Presidents 
Joseph Raffaele, PhD     1988-1992 
Gabriella Thurston         1993-2001 
Patrick Corsentino          2001-2004 
Arthur Castraberti          2004-2006 
Marie Corsentino            2007 
Mary Amabile Palmer    2008-2010 
William Korp    2010-2014 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RESTAURANTS OFFERING 10% DISCOUNT TO MEMBERS 

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE RESTAURANTS 

Café Americano   365-1026 
 1409 Main St., Sarasota 
 

Café Amici    951-6897 
 1371 Main St., Sarasota 
 

Café Baci    921-4848 
 4001 Tamiami Tr., Sarasota 
 

D’Corato    330-1300 
 322 So. Washington Blvd., Sarasota 
 

Mona Lisa    377-6562 
 4989 Ringwood Meadow, Sarasota 
 

Philadelphia Cheesesteaks & Hoagies 926-0441 
 7523 S. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota 
 

Piatti Italian Bistro   923-5570 
 6630 Gateway Ave., Sarasota 
 

Primo Restaurante   359-3690 
 8076 Tamiami Tr., Sarasota 
 

Valentino’s 
 Cooper Creek Blvd.  359-6400 

 Clark Road   921-9600 

 

GCICS PATCHES 

GCICS has patches with our logo for sale.  These logos have a safety 
pin attached on the back. Therefore, they can be attached to any 
garment.  The patches will be great to wear at our events and bocce 
tournaments.  Please contact Joe Moccia at 387-2039 if you are 
interested in purchasing one for $7. 
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