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GULF COAST ITALIAN CULTURE SOCIETY

Welcome to the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society.

Founded in 1990, the GCICS was the inspiration of Professor Joseph Antonio Raffaele, Ph.D. He felt that
while Americans of Italian heritage participate in all aspects of American life, they also wish to preserve
the Italian heritage for themselves and their children.

The GCICS, an affiliate of the National Italian American Foundation, is a non-profit, non-political society
with objectives to promote awareness and appreciation of the Italian culture and the many outstanding
contributions that Italian Americans have made in every field. Its membership is composed of people
from all walks of life and from all ethnic origins who enjoy experiencing the Italian culture and are
interested in its preservation and dissemination. It affords members opportunities to become more
intimately involved in Italian culture, namely, literature, art, lectures, music, dance, architecture and the
beautiful Italian language.

GCICS provides scholarships to worthy local college-bound students of Italian heritage and makes awards
to Opera and Ballet youth groups. The various fundraisers and member contributions this year will bring
the total scholarship awards to over $270,000 since 1994.

The Society has also honored distinguished Italian Americans.

Members are encouraged to reach out and build on friendships they form while participating in the
learning experiences, fun and entertainment of the diverse social and cultural activities that are provided
throughout the year.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS



SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTORS
(Listing from 12-30-2020 GCICS Directory)

BENEFACTORS($500-$750)

*Bill & Kate Korp *Sandra Russell

SPONSORS($250-$499)

*George & Pam Arfield *Joseph & Linda Tomaselli
*Julie Bondarenko *Carol Wilson & Skip Stuart
*Mary Rinaldi & Jack Norman

PATRONS($100-$249)

*Linda Ahern & Rich Potts *Harry Woske & Patricia McKiernan
*Anthony & Monika Cagliostro *George & Linda Muller

*Connie Campisi *Pam Parodi

*Mike & Patty DiMicele *Dr. Joseph Polizzi

*Peter & Samira Easton *Dr. Ellen Roderick

*Jack & Joan Ferranti *Elizabeth Rose

*Mary Lou Ferrari *David & Barbara Scalise

*Jerry Hall *Noni & Vern St. Amand

*Tom & Doris Hurban *Penny Thomas

*Sheryl Lazzarotti

DONORS($50-$99)

*Bob & Natalie Amedeo *Mary Palmer

*Gordon & Joyce Bloom *Sally Salutes-Rogind
*Steve & Aida LaBrutte *Larry & Lucille Samartin
*Rosemarie Lumetta *Nancy & Carl Schubert
*Philip & Mary Maresco *Ellie Stoll

*Joe Moccia

BOOSTERS($20-$49)

*Rabbi Barbara Aiello & Dr. Enrico *Joseph & Teresa Latona
Mascaro *Vincent & Maureen Napoliello
*Joan Del Giudice *Pina & Frank Pergolizzi

*Gail Gardner *Blanca Ruth Schnitzer



President
Julie Bondarenko

juliebondy@yahoo.com

Vice President
Linda Mercurio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lindascot5770@gmail.com

Secretary
Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com

Assistant Secretary
Judy Herman

taxmadam@msn.com

Treasurer
Penny Thomas

dafyddpen@AOL.com

Bocce
Tom Hurban, DDS

dorisntom@gmail.com

Courtesy
Nancy Schubert

Sunshine.gcics@gmail.com

Joseph Raffaele, PhD
Gabriella Thurston
Patrick Corsentino
Arthur Castraberti
Marie Corsentino
Mary Amabile Palmer
William Korp
Anthony Esposito

1988-1992
1993-2001
2001-2004
2004-2006
2007
2008-2010
2010-2014
2015-2016

Membership
Mary Lou Ferrari
MLFFLYME@yahoo.com

Fundraising /Scholarship
Linda Ahern
lindalahern@aol.com

Newsletter Editor
Mary Faith Rinaldi
maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com

Social and Cultural
George Arfield
arfield@yahoo.com

Website Coordinator
Jerry Hall
CZHalls@verizon.net

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
William Korp
wrkorp@comcast.net
Sheryl Lazzarotti
slazzarotti@gmail.com
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OUR RECIPIENTS

Below, in alphabetical order, is a picture of each of this year’s scholarship awardees. Below each
photo is the recipient’s name with a link to a video sharing their thanks and a little bit about their
future plans. To open the video, you press CTRL and then click the highlighted name(may need more
than one click), and you will be taken to YouTube to see the video. The scholarship committee hopes
that you enjoy meeting the recipients.

Emma Craiqg: St. Stephen’s Episcopal School



https://youtu.be/9K9JFaLqE1s
https://youtu.be/v03Mi1ukVqI
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Leo Gordon: Pine View School



https://youtu.be/Z6TDcNq3_fM
https://youtu.be/OYyz9h3cUqw
https://youtu.be/1uNzUN2X0fo
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Alana Krogman: Pine View School

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Linda Ahern, Chairperson
Matti Santagata
Lucille Samartin
Mary Lou Ferrari
Richard Potts
Julie Bondarenko


https://youtu.be/8NrC4Cty6ig
https://youtu.be/ao-dvSm9e1M




