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Message from the President...

As | write this message, | am reminded
of the fact that time actually does
fly...2018 flew by with wonderful
memories of good friends but also
sadness with the passing of others...

We  welcome back all the
snowbirds. We have missed you and
are happy that you are here with us
once again.

The GCICS Holiday party fund raiser
was a great success. Thanks to Mary
and Jack for hosting this gathering
once again at their lovely home. They
donated the music and a main course.
Other food courses donated by
members were also yummy and there
was practically nothing left...hooray!!!
With ticket sales for the event and the
raffle tickets sold, we were able to
raise $2,215 in support of our
Scholarship recipients for this coming

Spring. Thanks to all for your
generosity.

Our next event is the Annual Meeting
on January 11" at the Community
Foundation on Fruitville Rd near
Tuttle. Right now we are at capacity.
If you wish to be placed on the waiting
list contact Ellen Roderick at 941-366-
6756. Note a little background...that
on January 1, 2018 we were 107
members. On January 1, 2019 we are
159 members...Kudos to Marylou
Ferrari and Linda Mercurio for their
recruiting efforts and to members
who refer other new members to us.

Thanks to all of you who have brought
new members to our club...

All for now....
Ciao

Sheryl Lazzarotti, President



Merry Christmas to all of
you in bocce land. [I'm writing
this before Christmas] Sorry to
those who came to bocce when
other events conflicted, finding
our court vacant. Come practice
for busier days facing us!

Make certain you reserve on
your calendar February 9th. That
day is our bocce challenge match
with CIAO, the Italian American
Club at the Cascades. Linda
Ahern, a club member of ours and
theirs, coordinates this fun day.
For the newer members, and there
are many of you, it is a BLAST and
not to be missed. The bocce
tournament is for an “almost®
coveted trophy. After play on their
three different very fast courts, we
“convene” to the clubhouse for

serious partying and dancing.
CIAO will provide food and wine
for only $15.00 p/p. We are asked
to bring home-made desserts to
share.

ALL are welcome. Our only
concern is that we have the
same number of four person
teams that SIGN-UP as on their
end. This will be our fourth year
and our club has one win while
CIAO has two wins. Those not
wanting to play are encouraged
to participate as cheerleaders.
FUN for everyone! Believe me,
neither team has professional
players and our main purpose is
to build comraderie.

A more detailed e-mail blast
will soon follow. This will also be
discussed at the Town Hall
meeting on Jan 11.

Thanks, Tom Hurban 908 507 3048



Holiday Gala Review
Article & Photos by George Arfield, Social & Cultural Chair
On the delightfully crisp evening of December 16 Mary Rinaldi and Jack Norman once again threw
open the doors of their Lakewood Ranch residence to host the GCICS Holiday Dinner-Gala. And
what a success it was!

As the saying goes, “a good time was had by all,” which added up to 51 guests who enjoyed a
vibrant party atmosphere from sundown well into the night. As in the past, there was a delectable
choice of homemade fine fare, good live music and warm fellowship.

Treasurer Penny Thomas reported that the event added $2,215.00 to the Scholarship Fund. Broken
down, $1,340.00 was collected from attendance fees and $875.00 from the raffle of restaurant gift
certificates donated by area bars and eateries contacted by Linda Mercurio.

Thanks to Mary and Jack and all participants who once again made this annual event a great
success.

Band member Dick Foss & Linda Mercurio
Penny Thomas
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Ann Wélker & Leﬁ Solimen



GCICS HOLIDAY GALA & FUNDRAISER
Article & Photos by Dr. Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary

GCICS members once again shared the holiday spirit when they gathered at Mary and
Jack’s lovely home on 12/16/18 for socializing, dining, dancing and toasting in the holiday
season. Here are the figures: 40 GCICS members and 1 guest; 10 friends of Mary and
Jack; $1,340 donated by attendees for our scholarship program and $875 collected from
the restaurant gift card raffles. Once again we enjoyed fabulous music by “The Rick &
Pam Duo Plus One”, carols sung by Sheryl Lazzarotti, and raffles by Linda Mercurio.
Special thanks to Mary and Jack for the extensive preparations including setting up, taking
down and all the tasks in between; as well as to Linda for securing the gift cards. We
missed many of you but know folks have multiple commitments in December. Thank you
to all who attended, for your delicious dishes, and financial generosity. I would be remiss
if I did not acknowledge the new members attending their first Holiday Gala (19): Rose
Marie Bowles, David Colandro, Dr. Noel & Eileen Chiantella, Mike & Patty DiMicele,
Christina Failla, Robert Gaglio, Gail Gardner, Phillip & Marianne Gordon, Charles & Laura
Maniglia, Vern & Noni St. Amand, Skip Stuart & Carol Wilson, and Len Solimene & Ann
Waller.

Hosts Mary Rinaldi & George and Pam Arfield Leita Kaldi Davis &
Jack Norman Mary Lou Ferrari

Julie Bondarenko & New Members: Noel & Eileen Doris Huban
Vin DeNicholas Chiantella with sister Catherine
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Enzo & Eli Anzellini New Member: Christina Failla Leita Kaldi Davis & Bob Davis

Matching Outfits: Ellen New Members: Marianne & Ellen Roderick & New
Roderick & Julie Bondarenko Phillip Gordon Member: Gail Gardner

Tom Hurban, Carol Wilson & Doris Hurban New Member David Calandro with Vikki
Alrovelli & Judy Herman



JTALIAN CLASSES

The GCICS Italian for Beginners and Conversation Sessions meet on Wednesday

Now here are the details:

WHAT: ltalian for Beginners & Italian Conversation

WHEN: Wednesdays: Beginners Session is 2-3 pm; Conversation Session is 3:15-4 pm.
WHERE: Paola Tate's home, 4583 Atwood Cay Circle, Sarasota FL 34233. This is a short
distance west of Cattlemen Rd., east of Honore Rd., south of Bee Ridge Rd. and north of

Proctor Rd.

QUESTIONS: George Arfield (917-658-9698) or arfield@yahoo.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES

The following restaurants have recently donated gift certificates. A * indicates that this restaurant
has provided gift certificates in the past. Thank you, Linda Mercurio, for all your hard work in
obtaining all these gift cards this past month. Remember, the monies obtained by raffling off these

gift cards at our events helps to fund our scholarships.

1) Lido Beach Grille: 388-2161 *

2) MacAllister’s Grill & Tavern: 359-2424 *

3) Ed's Tavern: 907-0400 *

4) Casa Maya Mexican Restaurant:907-9449 *
5) Hyde Park Prime Steakhouse: 366-7788 *
6) La Scarpetta: 355-8615 *

7) Casa Italia: 224-1179 * LET THEM KNOW
THAT YOU ARE PART OF THE ITALIAN
CULTURE SOCIETY

8) The Rosemary: 955-7600 *

9) Made: 955-2900 *

10) Boca Kitchen: 356-3565 *

11) Cafe L'Europe: 388-4415 *

12) Tommy Bahama: 388-2888 *

13) Amore: 383-1111 *

14) Miller's Ale House: 378-8888 *

15) Freddy's Steak Burgers: 346-6919 *
16) Public House Tap & Grill: 822-0795
17) Stellar Gluten Free: 923-0200
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RESTAURANTS OFFERING 10% DISCOUNT TO MEMBERS

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE RESTAURANTS

2018-2019

Beulah Restaurant @ 1766 Main St.
Café Amici @1371 Main St.

Café Baci @ 4001 S. Tamiami Trail
Café Barbosso @ 5501 Palmer Circle
Chianti Ristorante @ 3900 Clark Road
Flavio’s 5239 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key
Good Fellas @ 4571 Clark Road
Mona Lisa @ 4989 Ringwood Meadows
Salute @ 1%t Street and N. Lemon

San Marco @ 505 W. Venice Ave.
Opa Opa @ 6525 Superior Ave.

Valentino’s @ 8203 Cooper Creek Blvd.
4045 Clark Road

960-2305

951-6896

921- 4848

922-7999

952-3186

349-0995

922-9470

377-6562

365-1020

254-6565

927-1672

359-6400
921-9600



