
Dear GCICS Member,

We trust that you had a good summer and that you are look-
ing forward to participating in a number of exciting GCICS 
activities over the next year.  We value your membership in 
GCICS and hope that you will continue to be a part of it.  We 
are introducing a new procedure for membership renewals 
that should make it easier to handle this process in a more 
efficient manner.

On or about October 25th, GCICS will mail a Membership 
Renewal Bill to each 2012 member or couple.  The bill will 
contain a return envelope as well as a tear-off portion to retain 
for your records.  What are the advantages of such a system?  
First and foremost, we hope that the new procedure will 
improve our ability to provide you with the GCICS Direc-
tory and Restaurant Discount Card by Feb 1, 2013.  Secondly, 
we believe that using a billing system will help us collect the 
dues over a 2-month period rather than extending it over a 3-4 
month period.

As you know, GCICS is dedicated to providing scholarships 
to worthy high school graduates.  We believe that this billing 
procedure will help us collect your scholarship donations in a 
timely manner.  In that way, we will know how many scholar-
ships we can support and what kinds of fundraising we need 
to do.  Please keep in mind that scholarship donations may be 
made at ANY time during the year. 

The key dates for this new billing procedure are as follows:

October 25, 2012 Membership Renewal Bills are mailed.

January 1, 2013 Deadline for submission of dues in order to 
receive Restaurant Discount Card at beginning of February.

February 1, 2013 GCICS Directory & Restaurant Discount 
Card are mailed.

Feel free to call any of the officers with your questions.  We 
would like to receive your Membership Renewal by January 
1, 2013.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
GCICS Board of Directors 

   

OctOber 2012

Welcome to La Voce di GCICS!

With this issue we introduce to the Society our newsletter 
with a new name and layout.  Members will recall that at the 
Town Hall meeting back in January we announced a contest 
to give our newsletter published each month from October 
through May a name that would set it apart from being just 
“newsletter”.  We received 13 proposed names submitted by 
14 people and after a lively discussion and elimination voting 
the Board selected La Voce di GCICS.  The naming contest 
was a tie; Angela Del Vecchio Lerner and Tony Cagliostro 
both came up with the ultimately unanimous winner, their 
prize? A $25 gift certificate for Mozzarela Fella for Angela 
and Piccolo’s for Tony.

Pat Astore  designed five variations of a proposed banner 
and with a little tweaking the Board arrived at what you see.  
While focusing on the newsletter the question as to when 
delivery by e-mail will be instituted.  The current sentiment 
of the Board is to continue print and mail for the foreseeable 
future while in a shorter time period, e-mailing to those that 
request it.  Sign up for e-mail may be later this year.

Our web address has been changed to GCICS.org.   A com-
mittee of Tony Cagliostro, Anthony Esposito, Pat Astore 
and myself is working with Cliff Scarborough to rebuild and 
expand the scope of the site to make it more user friendly and 
with easier access.  Hopefully progress in this project will be 
recognizable by the time you receive this letter.

We’re adding a new feature to La Voce in the form of cor-
respondence from our Scholarship recipients.  On page    is 
a letter from    Class of 2012 relating her first impressions 
of college life.  We plan to publish from time to time other 
messages as they are received.  Full letters, not tweets, please!  
Elsewhere you will find the Society’s 2012-2013 schedule of 
events thus far planned through January.

We’ll see you at Mattison’s On October 28th!

Bill Korp
William R. Korp, Esquire
Lutz, Bobo, Telfair, Eastman, Gabel & Lee
2 N. Tamiami Trail, Suite 500
Sarasota, FL 34236
Tel:  941-951-1800
Fax:  941-366-1603
Toll Free:  1-877-951-1800
wkorp@lutzbobo.com
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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the GCICS, 
Your Society made history at its 

February 2015 Board of Directors meeting 
by taking necessary measures to enlarge 
your Board of Directors to 15 and in electing 
Mrs. Doris Hurban to the Board.  Doris has 
served as a Director and President of an 
organization similar to GCICS in NJ.  We 
are delighted to have her with us as well as 
the added support of her husband, Tom, a 
retired dentist from NJ.  Please join Board 
members and myself in a hearty welcome! 

Your Society is further making local 
history with the inclusion of a GCICS Bocce 
Division and Team.  Our Society now has 
four cornerstones [Scholarship Program, 
Arts & Cultural Events, Membership Parties 
and Entertainment, and Sports (Bocce)].  I 
could not be happier for our members as we 
now have something for everyone.  These 
are such great reasons to join us and enjoy 
your time in our beautiful Southwest 
Florida.  Please feel free to call any Board 
member and see where your particular 
expertise and skills can aid in our further 
development.  We are fortunate to have such 
a wonderful and dynamic cultural history 
from which to draw and display as an 
example to others.  Forgive me but I will 
never forget Sister Bridget, one of the 
leaders of the Felician Sisters at Immaculate 
Conception Convent (a Polish order of nuns) 
hugging me and saying "Oh, Anthony, you 
must succeed because deep in your genes 
rests the great Italian culture.  You must 
display it so others can learn and grow."   

Always first in our mind is the fact 
that GCICS needs to help worthy young 
students obtain higher education and lend 
financial support to the performing arts (e.g., 
ballet, opera, and dance).  We are building 
on a foundation set by previous Boards and 
members, many of whom have passed on 
and entrusted us to carry on for them.  We 
need to honor their 'Good Work' by enjoying 

participation in Society activities and further 
enhancing our lives. 

All that said, we need to formally 
thank Tom Hurban, Doris' husband, for 
organizing and leading the work efforts to 
get the Bocce Court ready for use at Spanish 
Point.  Sheryl Lazzarotti, Doris, Joe Moccia 
and I worked long and hard under his 
supervision to create a professional Bocce 
Court at Spanish Point which will bear a 
sign acknowledging the efforts of GCICS in 
the completion of the court.  As an aside I 
must take a moment to mention that during 
the work that day I often responded to our 
V.P., Joe, who asked me how I was doing by 
whispering back "is he trying to kill 
us?"  That said, when I got home my wife 
took one look at me and instead of running 
to get me her usual hot cup of tea, she 
poured a big Chivas on the rocks.  Oh those 
Scottish women really know how to 
please!  Seriously, none of this would have 
happened without the leadership and help of 
Tom, Doris, Sheryl and Mary Lou Ferrari.  I 
am proud to humbly ask our God to bless 
them for their thoughtful kindness toward 
GCICS. 

On March 20th we have Connie 
Campisi's St. Joseph's Day Feast at 
Roskamp Center on the North Trail; and on 
April 12th, Sheryl Lazzarotti's Scholarship 
Festa with brunch at Stoneybrook Country 
Club.  Don't forget, be there, and enjoy this 
wonderful journey with us.  Also, we are 
most grateful for Ellen Roderick's delayed 
return from the north and send our most 
sincere wishes for a speedy recovery to 
Mary Rinaldi who is recuperating from 
recent surgery.  We really missed them but 
were most appreciative of their work on our 
behalf during their absence and 
illness/recovery.  They both are critical 
elements of your Board of Directors. 
 
Ciao for now, Anthony Esposito  
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SAINT JOSEPH’S DAY 
MARCH 20, 2015 

 
Please mark your calendars for this year’s Saint Joseph’s Day celebration.  
Because of a confusion of scheduling, we can only get a reservation at Roskamp 
for March 20th. 
 
MENU 
* London Broil with Mushroom Sauce  
* Tilapia Piccata with White Wine, Lemon, Butter and Capers  
* Garlic Bread with Garlic Butter, Paprika, Mozzarella and Parmesan Cheese  
* Italian Salad: Romaine Lettuce, Homemade Garlic Croutons, Tomato, Asiago Cheese in a Fig         
Citrus Vinaigrette  
* Linguini with Bread Crumbs, Olive Oil and Garlic  
* Broccoli Robe: Hot with Oil and Garlic  
* Iced Tea: Lemon, Sugar and Artificial Sweeteners on the side  
* Coffee Service: Decaf and regular with flavored creamers, half & half, sugar and artificial 
sweeteners on the side  
* Dessert: Sfingi and Cookies  
* BYOB 
 
WHAT:   Saint Joseph’s Day Celeration 
WHERE:   Roskamp, (corner of 13th and US 41 in Sarasota)  
WHEN:   March 20th, 2015 
TIME:   6PM 
COST:   $35/PER PERSON 
RSVP:  Reserve by March 16th.  Makes checks payable to GCICS 

and mail to:     
Connie Campisi 

    739 Shadow Bay Way 
    Sarasota, FL.  34229 
    Phone:  918-8969 
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GCICS SCHOLARSHIP FESTA 

 

          

This year we are re-inventing our 
Scholarship Awards Celebration.  We 
heard from numerous members that 
they would prefer a daytime function 
and one that is reduced in cost from the 
Scholarship dinner dances of past years.  
In the interest of trying something new, 
the Scholarship Committee has planned 
a Sunday Brunch at the Stoneybrook 
Country Club on April 12, 2015 at 10:30 
am.  We are anxious to have a larger 
attendance of members as well as more 
parents, siblings and relatives of the 

student scholarship awardees.  We have 
chosen a Sunday mid-morning affair 
with an extremely reasonable price of 
$22 per person all inclusive.  We have 
reserved a private room with seating up 
to 70.  The GCICS Scholarship 
Committee is hard at work reviewing 
applications and making selections.  You 
will have the opportunity to meet and 
hear from these college-bound local 
Italian American high school graduates 
who will be receiving our 2015 merit 
scholarships.  Details follow.

WHAT: GCICS SCHOLARSHIP FESTA – a Breakfast Buffet honoring our 
Scholarship Awardees 

WHEN: Sunday, April 12, 2015 at 10:30 am 

WHERE: Stoneybrook Country Club, 8801 Stoneybrook Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34238 

MENU: Omelet station; waffle and fresh fruit bars; Eggs Benedict; other egg 
dishes with bacon, sausage; hash brown potatoes and grits; hot cereal 
dish; toast, English muffins, pastries; coffee, tea; one Mimosa or Bloody 
Mary included in cost. 

COST: $22.00 all inclusive (gratuity and one alcoholic beverage) 

RESERVE: By Wed., April 8.  Mail checks payable to “GCICS” to Sheryl Lazzarotti, 
7486 Edenmore St., Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 (908-803-4400) 
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ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 

Since the publication of the GCICS 2015 Directory, we wish to acknowledge and thank these 
scholarship donors: 
 
* Benefactor ($1,000+): Michael & Ellen Esposito 
* Sponsor ($250 - $499): Frank & Eleanor Coppa 
* Booster ($20 - $49): Aurora Ficalora 
 
 
 

FROM THE SUNSHINE LADY:   ISABEL ISTORICO 
 

 
Get well wishes were sent to Mary Rinaldi for a speedy recovery after her cancer operation. 
 
Get well wishes were sent to Isabel Istorico for a speedy recovery after her foot surgery. 
 
 
 

NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 

The Board of Directors would like to welcome Doris Hurban to the Board.  She will be in charge 
of the Bocce tournaments.  Bocce scheduling and/or teams will evolve so nothing is built into the 
program at this time. She hopes to see all of you on the court. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Doris Angelina DePaola and 

Thomas W. Hurban moved to Osprey, 
FL, Nov. 1, 2014 and were anxious to 
find an Italian American Club to fill the 
void of leaving their beloved Italian 
American Heritage Club of Hunterdon 
County in New Jersey where they 
were active members since 1995. Tom 
chaired the club's successful money 
raiser golf tournament for 12 years, 
providing the funds for scholarships 
and local charities. Both joined the 
bocce group, meeting every Monday 
evening at a local park.  Tom 
participated in area tournaments with 
his talented bocce partner, Sal 
Lazzarotti.  Eventually Tom built his 
own court at their home in Pittstown 
which became the site of the Italian 
Club's ladies bocce group meeting 
every Wednesday evening, with lots of 
laughs, wine and food. All became 
very close friends through the years. 

Tom and Doris met at Tappan 
Zee High School (on the Hudson 
River) in Rockland County, NY.  After 
college they were married and 
endured four years of Tom's NJ 
College of Medicine and Dentistry in 
Jersey City, NJ, where their daughter 
was born.  After graduation, Tom 
enlisted in the US Army Dental Corps, 
being stationed at Ft. Bragg, NC for 2 
years, where their son was born. They 
selected Hunterdon Co. NJ to live and 
work for the next 48 years. 
 

Doris’ grandfather, Francesco 
DePaola, came from Grumo Appula; 
her grandmother, Angelina Tetro, 

came from Toritto, both adjoining 
towns in Provincia di Bari, Puglia, 
Italia.  They were fortunate to visit 
relatives there twice, the first time 
with club member, MaryLou Ferrari, 
Doris’ buddy since 1967.  Doris’ 
mother is from Dornbirn, Austria, 
causing MaryLou to label her a half 
breed (!!!).  Tom's family is from 
Lopasov, Slovakia; again they had the 
opportunity to visit all these relatives.  
Tom's Mom's family has been in 
America too long, leaving them with 
no way to find the Fourniers from 
France nor the Wards from England. 
 
         Tom and Doris have been tennis 
players until recently, now 
concentrating on golf.  They enjoy 
walking, pilates, yoga, wine, cooking, 
travel and people, and Tom enjoys 
gardening moving with 2 of his 12 fig 
trees! Tom was a Eucharist Minister 
for their Church, but especially 
enjoyed visiting patients in the local 
hospital.  He also was very involved 
with the Rotary Club; both are Paul 
Harris fellows, which was awarded 
when they took 5 busloads of high 
school exchange students from 54 
countries across our great country 
twice.  They have hosted many 
students from all over the world, even 
walking their French “daughter” down 
the aisle at her wedding in Mornant 
(Lyon). 
 

Life has been good to them; 
and they are looking forward to a 
good relationship with their new 
friends here in Florida. 
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VALENTINE PARTY REVIEW 

Photos and Text by Ellen Roderick 

A grand total of 48 members and friends attended the Valentine Party at the home of Mary Rinaldi and 
Jack Norman. Speaking for the Board, we would like to thank you so much for coming to the Valentine 
Party.  An enormous thanks goes out to Mary and Jack who opened their beautiful home for the 
occasion and furnished the wonderful music for your dancing and listening pleasure.  We're usually 
spread out onto their pool area for parties but with the cold air, it was just not feasible.  And what a 
treat to listen to the magnificent voice of Sheryl Lazzarotti.  What talent we have amongst us!! 
 
And I loved the turnout of red from the gorgeous sweaters worn by some of the women (hearts galore 
on Joan Ferrante's sweater to huge hearts with black background on Joan Colletta's sweater to name 
just two) to the tie with tiny hearts on it worn by Joe Latona.  What can we say about the food -- your 
generosity in cooking or baking such delicious dishes is unsurpassed.  Some couples came laden down 
with at least two dishes in fact.  Thank you thank you thank you. 
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PROGRAM PLANNING SESSION 

Photos by Ellen Roderick 

On February 17, 2015 the GCICS Board of Directors held a planning meeting luncheon for next 
season’s events.  Ten Board members attended and 9 other members.  All agreed that we have 
four must have events.  These include the Italian Heritage Brunch in October, the Annual 
Meeting in January, Saint Joseph’s Day in March, and the Scholarship Celebration in April.  So 
far, it was decided to have an Olive Oil Tasting with hors d’oeuvres in November, a Valentine 
Celebration in February, and a trip the Tampa Horse Racing Track in March. All of these parties 
will be hosted by an individual who will organize these social occasions.  Dates and places of all 
activities will be listed in the May newsletter.  If you have suggestions for Society Activities, 
please email Mary F Rinaldi before April 2nd at maryfrinaldi@yahoo.com.  Do not forget the ‘f’ 
for Mary’s middle initial. 
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INAUGURAL BOCCE DAY 

Our GCICS has refurbished a bocce court at the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast, just 
south of Spanish Point in Osprey.  It is in a beautiful park-like setting near the water and is 
awaiting our usage. Tony Esposito, Joe Moccia, and Tom Hurban did the labor to restore the 
court.  There will be a plaque near the court with the GCICS’ logo stating that our organization 
contributed money and labor for this effort.  Mary Lou Ferrari is planning an inaugural 
introduction to bocce gathering there for our club on Sunday afternoon March 1.  Plan to come, 
learn and have fun!  Absolutely no experience necessary.  We are allowed to bring food and 
alcohol to the park.  Details will follow in an e-mail.  For further information or questions, please 
call Tom or Doris Hurban at 941-966-2745, or Mary Lou Ferrari at 908-310-7685.  See you 
there! 
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       OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 
President    
Anthony Esposito   
Anth.esposito@gmail.com 
Vice President:   
Joe Moccia  
marymoccia@verizon.net 
Treasurer:   
Anthony Esposito 
Anth.esposito@gmail.com 
Secretary:    
Ellen Roderick, PhD   
itrain@erols.com 
Membership:   
Robert Amedeo   
bobnatamedeo@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor:   
Mary F Rinaldi   
maryfrinaldi@yahoo.com 
Scholarship 
Sheryl Lazzarotti 
slazzarotti@gmail.com 
Social & Cultural:   
Carmella Campisi   
739carmella@comcast.net 
Sunshine Lady:   
Isabel Istorico   
Isabelistorico585@comcast.net 
 
Directors at Large:   
Pasqual Astore       
pat@21stcenturyinternational.com 
Frank Coppa   
fcoppa50@gmail.com 
Patricia Novak 
principessaitalia@gmail.com 
William Korp 
wrkorp@comcast.net 
Doris Hurban 
dorisntom@gmail.com 
 
Coordinator 
Website  
Anthony Cagliostro 
gcicscholar@gmail.com 
Restaurant 
Linda Ahern 
lindalahern@aol.com 
 
Past Presidents 
Joseph Raffaele, PhD    1988-1992 
Gabriella Thurston         1993-2001 
Patrick Corsentino         2001-2004 
Arthur Castraberti          2004-2006 
Marie Corsentino           2007 
Mary Amabile Palmer   2008-2010 
William Korp        2010-2014 
 

ITALIAN CLASSES 
2015 SCHEDULE 

Both the language classes and the conversation classes will be 
held at The Landings in the Sarasota County Schools 
Administrative Building located at 1950 Landing Boulevard 
off US 41.  Turn left and park in the lot in front of the blue 
awning building, #1950.  Sweet Tomato Restaurant will be 
across the parking lot.  Take the elevator to the 2nd floor.  
Classes are generally held in room 218, but check the easel 
each time for GCICS class location. 
 
Basic Italian:  Mondays 2:00-4:00 pm 
Instructor:       Patricia Novak – (Home) 941-753-8357 
Text and Publisher:  Italian:  A Self-Guided Study by 
    Eduardo A. Lèbano 
           John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
           ISBN# 978-0-471-35961-6 
 
March:  2, 16, 23, 30 
April:  6, 13, 20, 27 
  
Italian Conversation:  Wednesdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Instructor:  Frank & Pina Pergolizzi –  
Text:  None 
Cell:  203-583-2323 
Home:  941-497-567 
 
March:  4, 18, 25 
April:  1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

RESTAURANTS OFFERING 10% DISCOUNT TO MEMBERS 
PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE RESTAURANTS 

Café Americano   365-1026 
Café Amici    951-6897 
Café Baci    921-4848 
D’Corato    330-1300 
Mona Lisa    377-6562 
Phila. Cheesesteaks & Hoagies 926-0441 
Piatti Italian Bistro   923-5570 
Primo Restaurante   359-3690 
Valentino’s 
 Cooper Creek Blvd.  359-6400 
 Clark Road   921-9600 
 
Note:  Café Amalfi is now out of business 
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GCICS
PO Box 2591
Sarasota, FL 34230


