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Mary Rinaldi, Editor

President’s Message

As Vin and I sat around our Thanksgiving
table I became aware of how grateful we are
for our friends. They arrived bringing a
variety of side dishes and desserts and plenty
of good humor. The turkey and all the
trimmings were perfect; we feasted well. We
shared the same goals: sit together, break
bread, enjoy one another’s company with
plenty of laughter, and reaffirm our
commitment to our friendships. On this day
we did indeed bring our best selves to our
Thanksgiving table.

2022 will soon come to an end and we will
embrace 2023. When the clock strikes 12 and
Auld Lang Syne’s melody is in the air, we
will give importance to our New Year’s
resolutions. We strive to follow through with
all that we hope to achieve in 2023. some are
of importance while some are just hopefuls -
“that would be nice”. Important resolutions
are not effortless, but we understand that it is
for our good. We must strive to find the
strength to carry on and find success through
solutions.

As GCICS President, it is important to
identify GCICS’s resolutions for 2023. It is a
very important request that I come to you for
your help. GCICS is in search of a new
Treasurer. In determining what a qualified
person needs to possess, the priority is
wanting to give back to GCICS. Other
important ~ qualifications  are  being
conscientious,  detail-oriented, and a
willingness to follow a Code of Ethics vital
to all charitable organizations. This person
would have worked as a bookkeeper or in the
accounting field. Familiarity with PayPal and
QuickBooks is a real plus, although this is not
a prerequisite. We would make sure the new
Treasurer receives the support and training to
use this software successfully and becomes
thoroughly  familiar  with  GCICS’s
procedures and finances.

All of you who have given much to this
organization, and many have helped us year
after year to meet our financial goals. Please
consider this as an opportunity to join a team
that works together. The new Treasurer will
be a member of our Board. Do not discount



your abilities. We work together and strive
for each person’s success. Please call me at
908-246-8143 or Ellen at 301-775-1344 for
further details.

Our Welcome Back Picnic (WBP), held at
the North Jetty in Venice, was a huge success.
The North Jetty will be our permanent
location for future WBPs. Kudos to Tom
Hurban and Jerry Hall for securing and
arranging our picnic. Thank you both for
your dedication and hard work.

A warm and hearty thank you to Paola Tate,
our Italian language teacher. Paola gives
“free” Italian language classes twice weekly
for members only. She has accomplished
much fostering interest in the beautiful Italian
language. Bravo, Paola!

Our Holiday Party/Fund Raiser on Dec. 11
will be at Patty and Mike DiMicele’s home.
Contact Ellen to see if there is space available
or to get on the wait list. This was a huge
success last year and Patty and Mike are so
very generous to host this once again in their
beautiful home.

Millie Bennett has taken a fall and currently
is in SMH where she has undergone surgery.
Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers.
I am sure she would appreciate getting well
cards and a call if/when she is able to talk
(941-342-5116). Millie’s address is 4540 Bee
Ridge Rd, #116, Sarasota 34233. We will
keep you posted.

George Arfield has done a superb job as our
Cultural Chair organizing many La Cena
dinners. He continually seeks qualified
individuals to deliver lectures on art, science,

and the history of Italy. Thank you, George.
A special thank you to Ellen Roderick for all
she accomplishes and never seems to tire.
She continually conveys information to
members to secure the success of our many
events. And thank you Mary Rinaldi,
Newsletter Editor, for preparing informative
as well as attractive monthly newsletters.

I have enjoyed working in my capacity as
GCICS President for the past two and a half
years. During this entire time, I have not had
the pleasure of leading the organization
without the Pandemic looming about.
Nonetheless, I have enjoyed serving in this
position. It has taken perseverance to traverse
the ups and downs. We have all had to make
allowances and be vigilant to bring our best
selves forward, at times when it was not
convenient. Our Board, when called upon to
act, did so eagerly for the benefit of GCICS.
I thank them wholeheartedly for their
support. It has been a pleasure to get to know
each of them and I look forward to continuing
the work of GCICS.

In closing, there would not be a GCICS
without you, our members. I will make the
final plea to renew your membership and
participate whenever possible. I thank all
those who have enthusiastically participated
and attended many of our events and who
have answered the call when fundraising was
necessary. I am truly grateful to all of you; it
has been a pleasure to get to know many of
you personally. Thank you all!

May you have a Joyous Christmas and enjoy
all the festivities of the holiday season.
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

Julie Bondarenko, President



Review of the Youth Opera

Text by Mary Rinaldi
Photos from Sarasota Opera Company Facebook Page
' T il

On Saturday November 5, a group of GCICS members attended a performance of “Secret World
of OG” as part of the Sarasota’s youth opera program. This fantasy adventure is about four
children who set out in search of their baby brother who has vanished mysteriously from their
playhouse. Accompanied by their two pets, the children descend through a secret trapdoor in the
clubhouse into a strange under-ground world of mushrooms, whose green inhabitants know only
one word:”OG!”

After the play, members of the club enjoyed a delicious dinner at Café Amici.

BOCCE G@&NE,R NEWS

We should now be able to return to normal Sunday play from 2-4. The Conservation Foundation
grounds were busy with their functions many times recently which precluded our use. Going
forward there will be no conflicts in the near future. We welcome new players and experience is
not necessary! Please call me with any questions!

Tom Hurban, Bocce Chairman
908 507 3048
dorisntom(@gmail.com




Review of Bocce Picnic

Over 30 GCICS members and guests enjoyed the wonderful breezes provided at the North
Jetty Park in Nokomis on Sunday Nov. 13. As chairperson, I want to thank each person who did
themselves proud making all those homemade apps, entrees, and desserts. I have to say that
marrying into an Italian family, I have learned that when mangia time is announced, there is no
such thing as beginning with appetizers. The plates were immediately overflowing with anything
not nailed down. A true testimony to our love of food! Gianni, the fabulous woodcarver whose
presentation we had zoomed directly from Sicilia, this time entertained us in person by
singing. Everyone joined in with his animated Funiculi Funicular. It was a festive day enjoyed
by everyone.

Since we all like the facilities, next year we will repeat the same venue. If you recall our
previous write-ups, this event has always been referred to as the “bocce picnic”, since it was
previously held at our court on the Conservation Foundation grounds. This title is confusing to
some members. Next year we will refer to it as the welcome back picnic. A tribute to this event is
Barbara and Gene Barattini staying here for an extra day enabling them to attend our picnic before
heading north for the holidays. We welcome any suggestions and help for next year’s picnic.

Tom Hurban, Bocce Chairman
dorisntom@gmail.com




GULE COAST ITALIAN COLTORE SOCIETY
SAVE THE DATES

11/17/22

*12/11/22 (Sun) Holiday/Christmas Party/Scholarship Fundraiser @ Patty &
Mike DiMicele's home, Misty Creek, Sarasota, 5:30 pm. Potluck; Scholarship
donation ($35), BYOB. Announced.

*1/21/23 (Sat) Annual Meeting/Luncheon/Town Hall/Program @ Peridia

Golf & Country Club, Bradenton; N/C to members; 11:30-2:30 pm.. Speaker: Melissa
Morgan's topic: "Anthony Rossi, Sicilian-born founder of Bradenton-based
Tropicana.” To be announced.

*2/4/23 (Sat): Bocce Invitational VII @ Cascades, Sarasota; begins midday with
practice, tournament, party, music, and dancing (fee). To be announced.

*2/21/23 (Shrove Tues): Carnevale/Mardi 6ras/Scholarship Fundraiser @
Linda Ahern's home, Peridia G&CC, Bradenton, 5:30 pm. Potluck, Scholarship
donation ($35), BYOB. To be announced.

*3/10/23 (Fri): Cultural Lecture: “"Keeping Up with the Florentines: Cities in
Competition in Medieval & Renaissance Italy" by Dr. Carrie Bene$§, Professor of
Medieval & Renaissance History, New College of Florida; 2:00 - 4:00 pm at New
College; Free and open to members & guests. To be announced.

*3/18/23 (Sat) or 3/19/23 (Sun): St. Joseph's Celebration Luncheon; location to
be determined so final date not yet established. To be announced.

*4/15/23 (Sat): Scholarship Festa Luncheon @ Stoneybrook G&CC, 11:30-

2:30 pm. To be announced.

NOTE: Cultural events (lectures, tours), La Cena's, and some additional "fun”
events are being planned. Happy Hours (Mon), Bocce (Sun), and Italian Language
Instruction (Wed) are ongoing.



Apprecigtion and Acknowledgement

October 25 2022

Ms. Julie A. Bondarenko

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

of Sarasota County

Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society Inc
P.0. Box 2591

Sarasota FL 34230

Dear Ms. Bondarenko:

On behalf of our board of directors, please accept our gratitude for your generous contribution
to the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. As you requested, your gift of $1,000.00,
received on 10/20/22 has been applied to the Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund of the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County.

For more than 40 years the Community Foundation of Sarasota County has worked in
partnership with caring individuals like you to make lasting community impact through
philanthropy.

With assets of $520 million and more than 1,570 charitable funds, we awarded grants and
scholarships totaling $132 million over the last four years in the areas of arts education health
and human services, youth services, civic engagement, animal welfare, and the environment. It is only

through the generosity of donors that we can continue to improve, enhance, and enrich the lives
of so many.

We will do everything in our power to be good stewards of your contribution. Thank you for
being one to make a difference

Sincerely,

Roxanne G. Jerde

President & CEO



SARASOTA OPERA

VICTOR DERENZI Artistic Director
RICHARD RUSSELL. General Director

October 21 2022

Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society, Inc.
Penny Thomas Treasurer

PO Box 2591

Sarasota, FL 34230-2591

Dear Ms. Thomas

Thank you so much for your gift of $1,000.00 received on 10/19/2022. This entitles you to benefits at the Youth
Opera Sponsor level which are designed to bring you closer to the work of our Youth Opera Enclosed with this this
letter is a listing of those benefits, and you can also find them at sarasotaopera.org/Sarasota-youth-
opera- donor-benefits

Sarasota Youth Opera is recognized as the most innovative and far reaching program of its kind in the
US Stemming from Maestro DeRenzi's passion to make music education available to all who are interested, the
Youth Opera accepts every child who applies, aged 8-18, regardless of their musical ability or financial situation.
Youth Opera supporters make it possible for us provide an educational experience that includes basic skills in music
and theatre that students can use throughout their lives, regardless of their career choice

As a member of the Sarasota Opera Community, you are helping to advance our mission to provide education
opportunities to our region. Your support also ensures that Sarasota Opera remains an inclusive resource to learn
about and participate in the art form we love by helping to underwrite scholarships for the approximately 33% of our
members unable to pay all or part of the tuition costs.

We believe opera is a powerful tool to build a culturally vibrant community. Joining together in our
beautiful opera house to experience exquisite art, led by the power of human voices of all ages, strengthens bonds
worn down by day to day life. From me, Maestro De Renzi, Richard Russell, our Youth Opera members and staff
thank you for being a part of the community that makes it all possible.

If you have any questions about your support or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact me or Individual
Giving Officer Brenda Tamm at (941) 366-8450, ext. 250 or btamm@sarasotaopera.org.

Sincerely,
Scott Guinn

Director of Development
Thank you very much for supporting this program.

(941) 366-8450 ext. 416 | sgquinn@sarasotaopera.org

Sarasota Opera Association, Inc. is a not for profit, tax-exempt corporation that acknowledges contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by
law and that no goods or services were received in exchange for this gift. EIN# 23-7089047 A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE REGISTRATION #: CH429



Sarasota Ballet
director IAIN WEBB

October 31 2022

Ms. Julie Bondarenko

Gulf Coast ltalian Culture Society
PO Box 2591

Sarasota FL 34230

Dear Julie:

I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying a lovely Fall.

The Sarasota Ballet has been thrilled to welcome back over 16,000 audience members last
Season to four venues in Sarasota and New York City. We are now actively preparing for
Program 2 of our 2022-2023 Season With World Premieres performed by our
Company, and the launch of our new community engagement platform, Dance for All, our
incredible growth is made possible thanks to your support. On behalf of everyone at The
Sarasota Ballet thank you for your continued generosity.

We are honored that your philanthropy has been chosen to support artistic excellence and
create an impact on the performing arts in the greater Sarasota Community. Thank you!

Please find enclosed our annual magazine, Encore, highlighting our 2021-2022 Season.
We look forward to sharing an exciting Season with you!

Warmest
Regards,

Nicole Mobley
Institutional Giving Officer



Sarasota Ballet
director IAIN WEBB

November 1 2022

Ms. Julie Bondarenko

Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society, Inc.
PO Box 2591
Sarasota, FL 34230

Dear Julie,

| want to take this opportunity to thank the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society for
supporting Dance - The Next Generation, a Dance For All initiative, with a gift of
$1,000.00 This gift was received and processed on 10/24/2022.

Your support of Dance The Next Generation is so appreciated. Your gift will directly
support all facets of our DNG program including classroom supplies dance uniforms and
shoes, and student transportation We are honored to have earned Gulf Coast Italian
Culture Society's support of this important program

Please feel free to contact our Development Department at 941.255.6510 with any questions
about your donation or other Dance For All programs Thank you again for playing an
instrumental role in transforming lives through the power of dance.

Kind regards,

Nicole Mobley
Institutional Giving Officer

THE SARASOTA BALLET OF FLORIDA INC IS A REGISTERED 501(c)(3) NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION (EIN
#65-0135900). YOUR DONATION IS TAX DEDUCTILBE TO THE EXTENT ALLOWABLE BY LAW NO GOODS
OR SERVICES WERE PROVIDED BY THE SARASOTA BALLET OF FLORIDA INC IN EXCHANGE FOR THIS
CONTRIBUTION



OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
President

Julie Bondarenko
juliebondy@yahoo.com
Vice President
Membership Chair

Linda Mercurio
Lindascot5770@gmail.com
Secretary

Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com
Assistant Secretary
Judy Herman
taxmadam@msn.com
Treasurer

Penny Thomas
dafyddpen@AOL.com
Bocce Chair

Tom Hurban, DDS
dorisntom@gmail.com
Courtesy

Mary Lou Ferrari
MLFFLYME @yahoo.com
Director At Large

Linda Ahern
lindalahern@aol.com
Newsletter Editor
Mary Faith Rinaldi
maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com
Social and Cultural Chair
George Arfield
arfield@yahoo.com
Happy Hour Co-Chair & Zoom Coordinator
Jerry Hall
CZHalls@verizon.net
Technology Chair
Gordon Bloom
Gordon.bloom@att.net

Past Presidents
Joseph Raffaele, PhD 1988-1992

Gabriella Thurston 1993-2001
Patrick Corsentino 2001-2004
Arthur Castraberti 2004-2006
Marie Corsentino 2007

Mary Amabile Palmer 2008-2010
William Korp 2010-2014
Anthony Esposito 2015-2016
Sheryl Lazzarotti 2016-2020

Dear GCICS Members,

I ask for your help so that I may better
serve you as GCICS Courtesy Chair. If you
know of members who are ill, recovering
from surgery, or who die, please email me
(mlfflyme@gmail.com). I will mail
cards/notes to members who are ill, who
are struggling, or who are grieving. Please
provide name(s)/addresses and the issue
you or another member is facing. Thank
you.

Mary Lou Ferrari (908-310-7685)
GCICS Courtesy Chair







