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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I can’t believe it is time to say HAPPY NEW
YEAR again. Wow how these years just keep
‘a coming.
As we look forward to 2017 it is a very
exciting time for GCICS. In December on a
Saturday,
Tom
and
Doris
Hurban
accompanied me to Bird Key to introduce the
game of Bocce to the residents. Recently,
through the generosity of some of their
members, they installed two magni4cent and
“very fast” new courts. It was a delightful
morning. With lunch following, we discussed
the possibility of a “tournament” at both our
court at Bay Preserve and theirs at Bird Key.
Stay posted there will be more to follow.
Thank you to Mary Rinaldi and Jack Norman
for their Christmas hospitality. We raised
money for scholarship and a good time was
had by all.
Linda Mercurio, our new Vice President,
continues to cement relationships with local
restaurants for certificates. Linda and I are on

a quest to, once again have our restaurant
discount cards reinstated and new
restaurants added. It is a time- consuming
process and we appreciate your patience. We
have already signed up “Salute” and
“Beulah”, two wonderful restaurants in
downtown Sarasota. These will be two-year
commitments to be on our restaurant list
with 10% discounts. If you have a favorite
restaurant you would like us to contact,
please let us know.
Our next event is the Town Hall Meeting on
January 12th. Many thanks to Marylou
Ferrari and Doris Hurban for arranging the
food for that day. Not that we are trying to
entice you to come with great food, but we
are!!! A not to miss film “Men of the Cloth”
will be shown!
Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas!
See you in the 2017.
Sheryl Lazzarotti

ANNUAL TOWN HALL MEETING

The GCICS Board invites you to our Annual Meeting in a "town hall" format along with a gratis lunch and
movie. Our Jan.'16 attendance was 53; let's see if we can match that. This is an opportunity to socialize
with your fellow members, break bread together, provide feedback to the Board, and enjoy the acclaimed
documentary, "Men of the Cloth."

Deadline for reservations is Thursday, January 5th. I will be issuing a number of reminders. The easiest
way to do it: put it on your calendar now and do a "REPLY" to this email; and I will put you on our list of
attendees. Don't delay. Here is the information:
Event:
Date/Time:

GCICS Annual Meeting/Lunch/Movie
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2017, 11:30-2:30 pm

Location:
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, FL, 2635 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota, FL 34237
(near Tuttle)
Program:
Lunch (no cost), Annual Meeting/Town Hall, Movie
Movie:
"Men of the Cloth" -- an inspiring documentary portrait of 3 Italian master tailors who
share their pride and devotion to their Old World craft.
RSVP:
Ellen Roderick (itrain@erols.com) @ 301-775-1344 (before Dec 7); 941-366-6756 (Dec
7 & beyond) by Thursday, January 5th. We must confirm the number of attendees with the caterer by
Friday, the 6th.
Bring:
Your appetite & thoughts on GCICS 2017-2018 programs/activities
Presiding:
Sheryl Lazzarotti, President

Menu:
Chicken Marsala, Pasta (Rigatoni) Bolognese, Eggplant Rollatini, Tossed Salad, Bread,
Tiramisu, Coffee

Wine Tasting Social

The GCICS Board of Directors is pleased to announce a Wine Tasting Social on Friday, Jan. 27,
2017. This was an extremely successful event in Jan. 2016; members loved their visit to Casa
Italia and asked that we repeat this SOCIAL. Bring your friends. The appetizers were so
delicious and the wines fantastic. Buy wines! Here is the information:
Event:

Wine Tasting Social

Date:

Friday, Jan. 27, 2017

Time:

6:00 to 7:30 pm

Location:

Casa Italia, 2080 Constitution Avenue, Sarasota, FL

Cost:

$15 per person covering appetizers and wine tasting (all Italian wines)

Program:

Socializing & Wine Tasting

POC:

Send check made payable to GCICS to Linda Mercurio, 5770 Deer Hollow Lane,
W., Sarasota, FL., 34232

Deadline:

RSVP by Monday, Jan. 23rd.

Questions:

Contact Linda Mercurio at (941) 400-1156

Limit:

40 persons

Bring your taste buds to life as you embark on a culinary trip featuring the oils of Italy. The experience
promises to be a delightful culinary adventure that you will savor long after you leave.

What:

Olive Oil Tasting

When:

February 28, 2917

Time:

6:00 PM

Where:

Oil & Vinegar at the UTC Mall
Located on the upper level near Macy’s.

Coast:

$10 per person (Note: $5 toward scholarship)

Reserve:

Send check made payable to GCICS to Linda Mercurio, 5770 Deer Hollow Lane
W., Sarasota, FL., 34232

Limit:

20 persons

The following thank you notes have been transcribed for reading legibility. The scanning of these
documents could not be read.

Sarasota
24 October 2016
Dear Sheryl
How can I thank you for all you did to ensure the success of yesterday’s event in my honor! I know and
can appreciate all the “backstage” work and efforts that are necessary to bring an event to a happy
conclusion.
My very special thanks to you, your officers and members of the Gulf Coast Society for the beautiful
engraved clock. It will have a place of honor in my study and be a wonderful reminder of the special
day. Mille, mille grazie!
Most sincerely,
Joseph A. Polizzi
P.S. Mary sold 15 books; enclosed is a check for $75 for the society’s scholarship fund.

Dear members of the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society,
I am incredibly overjoyed by the scholarship that I was awarded through the GCICS. This
scholarship is a relief to my family and me as I head off to further my education in college. I have
worked and studied as hard as I could throughout my entire academic career to be successful, and
my parents have worked just as hard. Their endurance over many setbacks and their determination
to provide the best lives for my sister and me through financial struggles is admirable. Admirable
so much that I felt (though willingly so) obliged to “pay them back” for their innumerable sacrifices
on my behalf. Being a recipient of the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society scholarship helps me to
give back to my parents and relieve some of the financial burden of sending a child to college. I
am deeply grateful for this scholarship and I give my infinite thanks.
Marina Pezzella

GCICS Committee,

I sincerely thank the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society for the very generous scholarship
and for continuing the incredible pattern of giving that I have so nobly seen my parents and
grandparents display. I loved learning more about my heritage. I am beyond grateful for the
scholarship and cannot wait to use it to further my education and aspirations.
Sincerely,
Katherine Salvatori

With Holiday and Christmas gatherings, there has not been too much activity at the bocce
court since our fun picnic in November. Members have gathered but in smaller numbers.
The GCICS pamphlets left at the court created a contact from the Bird Key Yachting
Association. They recently constructed two courts similar to those we played on at The
Cascades. Seeking help with the game, they contacted Sheryl in December and she, Doris
and I spent a morning there teaching them how to play and the rules of the game. We
were later treated to lunch where they issued our club a challenge to play on their new
courts in the future.

SET ASIDE Feb.11, the Saturday after Super Bowl, for our rematch vs. The Cascades. Music
and food will follow similar to last year. In order to speed up play, we will have four person
teams. Come out to play and practice. Our court at the Conservation Foundation is open
most anytime for use. We play informal games each Sunday from approximately 2:00 to
4:00. Wouldn’t we would love to retain that trophy! See you there!
Tom Hurban

*Indicates the multiple gift cards that were given to the GCICS to help with our scholarship
fund.
The following eateries have given us cards
in December.
Andreas 951-9200*
Bearded Clam 355-2600*
Beulah
Bellacino’s
Birdrock Taco Shack 545-9966
Blue Jasper
Bombon 487-8199
Breakfast Cottage
Café Evergreen
Café Gabbiano 349-1423
Capital Grill 256-3647
Captain Brians 351-4492*
Casa Maya
Chianti 9523186*
Cine Bistro 361-2456
Clasico 957-0700*
Codys Original Roadhouse
Cosimos**
Dickey’s**
Drago
Family Pet Center 359-1000
Goodfellas**

Hurricane Grill & Wings
Italian Grill
Kacey 378-3644*
Kahwa Coffee 203-8971
Longhorn Steakhouse 9260344
Made 953-2900
Mattisons
Millies 923-4054*
Opa Opa
Ophelia on the Bay 349-2212*
Patricks 955-1481*
Pino’s 3661440*
Primo’s 359-3690*
Rib City
R J Gators
Robins Downtown
Rusty Bucket
Scarpetta
Star Thai & Sushi 706-3848
Starlite 702-5613
Sonny’s 364-5833*
Tasty Home Cooking

Texas Roadhouse
The Original Egg
Trattoria
Truman’s

Tom & Chee
Valentino 359-6400*
Walts Fish Market 921-4505*
White Horse Pub******

GCICS HOLIDAY PARTY
Article & Photos by Dr. Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary
Mary Rinaldi and Jack Norman hosted the society in their beautiful Lakewood Ranch home on
Sunday evening, December 11th for our annual Christmas/Holiday party. Twenty-two GCICS
members enjoyed a grand evening of delicious food, dynamite music and delightful company.
Mary and Jack invited some of their friends to join the festivities so we had thirty-two total. The
weather was perfect so we were able to be poolside out under the stars. Guests took to the dance
floor and our GCICS President, Sheryl, entertained us with her beautiful singing. All monies
raised will be placed in our Scholarship Fund. Thank you for your generous donations

