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Letter from the President...

Greeting! It is so hard to believe how fast this
year has gone. It was loaded with all kinds of
events and gatherings that made our lives
filled with many places to go. Sometimes we
met ourselves coming the other way.

We have been so fortunate this March to
have been blessed with exciting events.
Gino Calderone’s lecture “The Unification of
Italy, 1861” on March 9" was very
informative and enjoyed by all. Thank you,
Mary Rinaldi for bringing this lecturer to us.

The St Joseph’s Feast Day Celebration
Sunday Dinner on March 18™ by all accounts
was a rousing success. More than 50 people
attended, five or six with the name of
JOSEPH!!!  Thank you, Ellen Roderick for
your hard work on this event. A good time
was had by all.

To round out our Month of March, our first
“Wine Experience” lecture, by one of our
newest members, George Muller, was given.
George has traveled the world to entertain
people about the history of wine making and

the importance of the “drinking glass”, and
yes, it does make a difference. Thank you so
much George. Thanks also to Tom & Doris
Hurban and Pam & George Arfield for
making this event possible.

Added to these events, Linda Mercurio
raised lots of money for scholarships with
her raffle sales. Over $590 alone was raised
at the St Joseph’s day celebration. Thank you
all for supporting this great cause.

On a personal note, the opera season is
almost over. Sarasota Opera closes shop this
weekend. Many of our members attended
and enjoyed this “little gem of culture”. We
are so lucky to have it at our finger tips.

Last but not least, | would like to thank each
and every one of you for your good thoughts
in this last month as | experienced some
health issues. | am grateful for your caring
and your friendship!

CIAQ,
Sheryl



Scholarship Awards

You are cordially invited to the Scholarship Festa where 6 high school seniors will be awarded $1,500
scholarships as they begin their college education. We have seating for 80. We will welcome the student
scholarship awardees and their guests. The committee is hard at work reviewing applications and making
selections. You will have the opportunity to meet and hear from these college bound local ltalian American
high school seniors. If you wish to sponsor a student for the brunch ($24) then include that in your check
along with your own fee and indicate such in a note to Linda Mercurio who is accepting the
reservations. The student you sponsor, along with his/her parents or guests, will be seated with
you. Details follow.

EVENT: GCICS SCHOLARSHIP FESTA — a Breakfast Buffet honoring our Scholarship
Recipients

DATE/TIME: Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 10:30 am

LOCATION: Stoneybrook Country Club, 8801 Stoneybrook Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34238

MENU: Omelet station; waffle and fresh fruit bars; Eggs Benedict; other egg dishes with bacon,
sausage; hash browns, grits; hot cereal; toast, English muffins, pastries; coffee, tea; one
Mimosa or Bloody Mary included in cost.

COST: $24 all inclusive (brunch, gratuity and one alcoholic beverage: Mimosa or Bloody Mary)

RAFFLES: Linda Mercurio will be conducting restaurant gift card/certificate raffles.

RESERVE: By Monday, April 16. Make checks payable to “GCICS” and mail to Linda Mercurio, 5770
Deer Hollow Lane, W., Sarasota, FL 34232 (Questions: 941-400-1156)

Note: This event sold out last year so don't delay in sending in your reservation.



Lecture Review

Article by Mary Rinaldi and Photos by Dr. Ellen Roderick

Ambrogio (Gino) Calderone, a native of Sicily and now living in Florida, inspired us all with his
presentation “The Unification of Italy” at the Community Foundation of Sarasota County on March 9,
2018. Members (41) and guests (12) were mesmerized by Gino’s wealth of knowledge of the events of
many years that finally culminated in a unified Italy as a country.

Gino took the group through a series of pictures, videos, and slides which enhanced his lecture. You
knew that everyone was committed to this topic when Gino wanted to talk during the video and all in
the room hushed him.

Our thanks go out to Ambrogio Calderone for his second appearance at one of our Society’s functions.




ST. JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY CELEBRATION
Article & Photos by Dr. Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary

On Sunday, March 18, 2018, 49 GCICS members and 6 guests dined at Mama Leone’s in
Nokomis for our celebration honoring St. Joseph, Patron Saint of Italy. We honored not
only St. Joseph but also eight attendees celebrating their feast day: Joe Latona, Joe
Tomaselli, Joe Raia, Joe Barresi, Joe Polizzi, Joe Matturro, Josephine (‘Pina’’) Pergolizzi
and Jo Sampiere. Thank you to those who contributed to its success: Dr. Joe Polizzi who
amused us with “Tales of St. Joseph’; Linda Mercurio who ran the restaurant gift card
raffles (over $500 raised for scholarships), Sheryl Lazzarotti who welcomed us and graced
us with her operatic voice; and yours truly handled all the arrangements and served as MC.
We have scheduled next year’s celebration for Sunday, March 24, 2019 at Mama Leone’s so mark
your calendars now.

The photos feature 3 of our newest couples: (1) Pat McKiernan & Dr. Harry Woske
(Flemington, NJ) who are friends of our NJ members; (2) Paola & Bob Tate (OH) who moved
to Sarasota to be close to their son & grandchild; and (3) Jo Sampiere (born in the province
of Ragusa, Sicily) & Gary Russell (Chicago). Two of our newest Board members are: (1)
Penny Thomas, our new Treasurer, “recruited” by Judy Herman; and (2) Pam Parodi (with
husband Silvio) who is Language Instruction Chair. Also shown are guests: (1) Ben Kelly
with Linda Mercurio; (2) Kim Larson with John Mercurio; (3) Eileen Napoliello with
parents, Vince & Maureen; and (4) Marge & Joe Matturro with Joe’s sister, Barbara Rumpf.
Also pictured: Dr. Joe, our speaker; and Dr. Ellen, our MC (pictured with Gene McLoone).
The final photo tells it all -- 5 members (Tony Cagliostro, Joe Raia, Joe Barresi, Gene
Barattini, Brian Holleran) enjoying the feast.






Gift Certificates
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The following restaurants have recently donated gift certificates. A * indicates that this restaurant has
provided gift certificates in the past. Thank you, Linda Mercurio, for all your hard work in obtaining all
these gift cards this past month. Remember, the monies obtained by raffling off these gift cards at our

events helps to fund our scholarships.

1) Olive Garden - 923-3136 *

2) Giorgio's on Hillview - 365-3300

3) Bridge Tender - 778-4849 *

4) Fratellos - 794-0300 *

5) Cortez Kitchen - 798-9404

6) Silver Star - 312-4566 *

7) The Italian Grill - 966-6565 *

8) La Scarpetta - 927-8716 *

9) Nokomo's Sunset Hut - 488-1324
10) 124 - 488-8306

11) Cafe Venice - 484-1855%*

12) Cassariano Italian Eatery - 786-1000 *
13) Little Greek Fresh Grill - 210-4560
14) Francesco's - 929-7600*

15) Lucarelli's - 445-4755 (was DaFina)
16) Wheat & Water - 216-3562 *

17) Feast Restaurant - 778-5092

18) Scarpino's - 756-8100 (was Mama
Onestis)

19) Swordfish Grill & Tiki Bar - 798-2035 *
20) El Toro Bravo - 924-0006 *

21) Left Coast Seafood - 485-5064

22) Lucky Pelican - 907-0589 *

23) Acropolis - 355-4134

24) Cannons - 924-7171 *

25) Mr. Tequila Cantina - 312-5110

26) Miguel's - 349-4024 *

27) Element - 724-8585

28) R] Gators - 795-6633 *

29) The Grasshopper - 923-3688 *

30) Prime Serious Steak - 921-6161

31) Starlite 702-5613 *

32) T] Carney - 480-9244 *

33) Salsas & Boogaloo 330-0000

34) Beulah - 960-2605

35) Casantica - 366-1840 *

36) Flemings - 358-9463 *

37) Jalisco Mexican Grill - 217-4536

38) Big Cat Habitat - 350-6826 *

39) Tableside (Libbys 487-7300/ Muse 360-
7390/Louies Modern 364-5873) *

40) Taste of Downtown - opera - 366-8450
ext. 4021

41) Ophelia's on the Bay - 203-4241 *

42) Bravo Coastal Bar & Kitchen - 316-0868




BOCCE CORNER NEWS

March has flown bye, with Sundays being well attended at the court. We were not there
on the St. Joseph’s Day celebration held March 18. The court is not open to us on Easter
April 1st. Please note that on April 22 there will not be a regular gathering as that Sunday
is our scholarship luncheon, which many of the players will be attending. | once again
thank Jerry Hall for going to the court each Sunday morning to groom it.

We always welcome and encourage both new and old members to join us Sunday
afternoons from approximately 2-4. Please feel free to call me at 908 507 3048 with any
questions.

Tom Hurban

HISTORICAL TIDBIT

Dr. Emily Hammood established the local youth opera chapter in Sarasota during the
early 1980s. As president of Opera for Youth, Inc., on December 5", 1984 she flew up
to Rochester, New York to receive an award given to her by the Ausonia Heritage
Preservation Foundation. She was one of three awardees given recognition for
outstanding contributions to the world of opera.

Note: Ausonia is the ancient Latin name for Italy; used poetically from the Renaissance
onward.



L’ESPEIENZA DEL VINO ITALIANO
Article by Doris Hurban

March 21 at Phillippi Landings Clubhouse was the scene of an enthused group of
members and guests who attended our wine experience evening to learn about
how glasses can affect the taste of your drinks plus a fact-filled but fun event
regarding the history of wine and glasses.

Photo by Mary Rinaldi

Photos by George Arfield



INTRODUCING GCICS NAME BADGES

New! Custom-designed name badges are now available for you to wear at GCICS events!
Members overwhelmingly supported the idea of name badges during our Town Hall Meeting in
January.

We recommend name badges:

+ To help us get to know each other.
+ To help create a sense of community.
+ To invite people to greet each other.

We all enjoy our GCICS social events. Wearing name badges is a simple way to help others
remember our names and to help us welcome new members. Name badges help us to "place a
name with a face". We will purchase badges in bulk so that our club's tax-exempt status can be
extended to members.

Great deal for our members!

Sarasota Trophy has offered GCICS a **Special Discount®** for the first 100 name badges
ordered.

(Date of receipt of payment & order received by GCICS will determine qualification for limited
**Special Discount™®*)

A. Magnetic back holds badge in place instead of pinning through fabric

Magnetic back: **Special discount price** $7.00 (NOT recommended to wear over
pacemakers)

OR

B. Pin back: **Special discount price**: $5.00 (Recommended to wear over pacemakers)




To order your name badge:

1. PRINT YOUR NAME on a piece of paper the way you want it to read (your name
preference):

First Name

Last Name

2. Make check payable to: GCICS

3. Send order & check to:
GCICS Courtesy
c/o Nancy Schubert
936 Scherer Way
Osprey, FL 34229

Note: Badges will be magnetic back unless you request otherwise

Questions? Call Nancy Schubert, GCICS Courtesy Chair, @ 941-408-5167 or
email: sunshine.ecics @ gmail.com

1Sk



OFFICERS/DIRECTORS

President

Sheryl Lazzarotti
slazzarotti@gmail.com
Vice President

Linda Mercurio
lindascot@iname.com
Secretary

Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com
Treasurer

Penny Thomas
dafyddpen@AOL.com
Bocce

Tom Hurban, DDS
dorisntom@gmail.com
Courtesy

Nancy Schubert
Sunshine.gcics@gmail.com
Language Instruction
Pam Parodi
Chez.parodi@verizon.net
Membership

Mary Lou Ferrari
MLFFLYME@vyahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
Mary F Rinaldi
maryfrinaldi@yahoo.com
Scholarship

Linda Ahern
lindalahern@aol.com
Social and Cultural
George Arfield
arfield@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
William Korp
wrkorp@comcast.net
Dwight Pendola
dpendola@live.com

Past Presidents
Joseph Raffaele, PhD
Gabriella Thurston
Patrick Corsentino
Arthur Castraberti
Marie Corsentino
Mary Amabile Palmer
William Korp
Anthony Esposito

1988-1992
1993-2001
2001-2004
2004-2006
2007
2008-2010
2010-2014
2015-2016

RESTAURANTS OFFERING 10% DISCOUNT TO MEMBERS

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE RESTAURANTS

2017 - 2018

%RESTAU RANTE|
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Beulah Restaurant @ 1766 Main St.
Café Amici @1371 Main St.

Café Baci @ 4001 S. Tamiami Trail
Café Barbosso @ 5501 Palmer Circle
Chianti Ristorante @ 3900 Clark Road
Flavio’s 5239 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key
Good Fellas @ 4571 Clark Road
Mona Lisa @ 4989 Ringwood Meadows
Salute @ 1%t Street and N. Lemon

San Marco @ 505 W. Venice Ave.
Opa Opa @ 6525 Superior Ave.

Valentino’s @ 8203 Cooper Creek Blvd.
4045 Clark Road

960-2305

951-6896

921- 4848

922-7999

952-3186

349-0995

922-9470

377-6562

365-1020

254-6565

927-1672

359-6400
921-9600



