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On Sunday March 19, 2017, we returned to Chiadirsour celebration honoring St. Joseph,
Patron Saint of Italy. Forty-five (45) members divé (5) guests joined in the festivities. We
honored not only St. Joseph but also eight (8hd#es celebrating their feast day: Joe Latona, Joe
Tomaselli, Joe Raia, Joe Barresi, Joe Matturrolf@ar Rumpf’s brother), Pina Pergolizzi (hamed
for Giuseppina), Jack Joseph Ferrante and NickpboBaino (guest). Thank you to those who
contributed to its success: Linda Mercurio who tae restaurant gift certificate raffles ($470
raised for scholarship fund), Sheryl Lazzarotti vilosted our entertainer (guitar player and singer
Gino); and yours truly handled reservations/arramg@s and served as Master of Ceremonies.
Sheryl sang for us and everyone appeared to h&we afternoon. When you looked out at the
tables, it was a “sea of red” in St. Joseph'’s hoinjoy photos of 7 of the 8 “Joseph’s” or, in one
case, “Pina” below; and plan to be “in the photos”Sunday April 18, 2018 at a new venue.




GCICS had a delightful event on March 27, 2017 la¢ Tascades. Linda Ahern and Linda
Mercurio arranged to have a speaker from the StxeSister CitiesTreviso which is one of
Sarasota’s sister cities. Also, a beautiful vidbout the Province of Treviso as well as the town
of Treviso was shown. What we learned was thatdha is small and therefore, Sarasota is a
sister city to the entire Province of Treviso. firthe video, it looks like a gorgeous spot to visit
We had 21 GCICS members attending as well as mrasiadé¢ The Cascades community. Coffee,
cookies and conversation followed the presentatimieo and question and answer session. Thank
you Linda and Linda.

The bocce picnic social held on April ninth wasuacess. Thirty members and guests shared
their food and had great fun! Linda Mercurio di8G50 for the benefit of our scholarship fund.
Pina Pergolizzi was the lucky winner taking $125has half share. Besides playing bocce we
were able to break in Mary Lou's new "Ferrari" chabe toss game. For those wanting to use the
court over the summer months, all the equipmealvisys there but currently nothing organized
is planned. Do plan on coming to our fall welcobaek bocce picnic on Nov 5. Tables will be
provided. Everyone have a great summer!

Tom Hurban




A picture is worth a thousand words!
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By Ellen Roderick

So many of you know our member and very engagieglsgr, Leita Kaldi Davis. Well, Leita will
be honored on May 10th with the "Lillian Carter Awdéain Atlanta, GA. Let me share the details.

The Lillian Carter Award is given to Peace Corp3witeers who enter service over the age of 50,
in honor of President Jimmy Carter's mother, whatwe India with the Peace Corps in her
sixties. It is also awarded to return Peace Cdgsinteers who continue the third goal of the
Peace Corps, "bringing the world home to America."

Leita and husband Bob will travel to the Carter €enn Atlanta to accept the award from

President Jimmy Carter. Peace Corps staff visiggig this week in order to produce a video. To
guote Leita: "Needless to say, I'm thrilled, adlléd as | was the day | got the phone call saying
I'd been accepted into the Peace Corps. Thrilbeditathis very great honor and to share it with
you!"

| know we all extend our sincerest congratulatit;ngou, Leita. Your contributions to our world
have been so truly significant, especially in impng the quality of the lives of others. Travel
safely and do share a photo or two that we canigiublOr better yet, loan us a copy of the video
which we could share with all of our members.




Sunday, October 22, 2017: 11:30AM — 2:00PM
Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back Brunch
Mattison’s 41 Restaurargo. Tamiami Trall

Sunday, November 5, 2017, 1:00 — 4:00 PM
Welcome Back Bocce Picnic
CGICS Bocce Court, Bay Preserve

Sunday, November 12, 2017: 10:30AM
Brunch & Sarasota Youth Opera Performance: Rog&kauntry
First Watch for Brunch & Sarasota Opera House tafd?mance

Sunday, December 10, 2017, 5:30 -9:00 PM
Christmas/Holiday Dinner Gala/Fundraiser
Home of members Mary Rinaldi & Jack Norman, Laked/&anch

Friday, January 12, 2018, 11:30AM — 2:30PM
Annual Town Hall Meeting/Lunch/Program
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, FruitiRlead

Saturday, February 10, 2018, 1:00 — 4:00 PM
GCICS Bocce Invitational IlI
The Cascades Clubhouse, North Lockwood Ridge Road

Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 5:30 — 9:00PM
Mardi Gras Party (Dinner)/Fundraiser
Home of members Tam & Vince Amoroso, Sarasota

Friday, March 9, 2018, 1:30 — 3:00 PM
Italian Lecture: The Unification of Italy, 186Jresented by Gino Calderone
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, FruitiRlead

Sunday, March 18, 2018, 2:00 — 5:00 PM
St. Joseph’s Feast Day Celebration (Afternoon Bijn
Mona Lisa Restaurant

Sunday, April 22, 2018, 10:30AM — 1:00PM
Scholarship Festa (Brunch/Awarding of GCICS Sclsbigs)
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