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President’s Message

The beautiful sun we all know and appreciate
at this time of year is welcomed, but the
humidity that tags along can certainly test our
patience. Our community pool will soon be
too hot to enjoy a swim. Restaurants and
stores at the mall will provide some relief. All
I know is that I would rather suffer through
the heat of FL summers than the cold winters
of the North and Midwest. I wish family was
closer and more convenient to visit- oh, just a
plane ride away, right?

GCICS welcomes its newest board member,
Dr. Phil Miner, MD, a pediatric neurologist
who practiced for more than 30 years in
several states and most recently in FL before
retiring in 2019. Patty worked as a Pediatric
Nurse Practitioner, having earned a master’s
degree in child and Adolescent Nursing, and
a doctorate in Health Sciences. Phil and his
wife Patty joined GCICS on 11/15/21. They
have participated in many GCICS events
through the years, including happy hours,
fund raisers, cultural events, and La Cena
dinners. Phil brings to our board a wealth of
experience having served as president of the
Caledonian Club of Florida West (CCFW) as
well as service on other boards. Phil is the
newly appointed Happy Hour Chair. Beyond
the HH assignment, Phil is interested in
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building the Society’s membership. The HH
on 6/3/24 will be at Scarpino’s in Bradenton,
a favorite of Phil’s for its delicious Osso
Bucco. Scarpino’s has generously donated
$100 in gift certificates to support our
scholarship program. Sound the trumpets and
a hearty welcome to Phil Miner!!

If smiling faces are any indication as to how
successful this year has been, then I can
honestly say we have succeeded. Now,
GCICS cannot be all things for all members,
but we are trying to make your membership
valuable to you. Think about what a year it
has been. We have had so many successes
including our recent Scholarship Festa, the
grand finale for the GCICS season. Thank
you, Sandy Russell, Scholarship Chair. Six
worthy high school scholars received $2,000
each. And very recently we had a most
successful La Cena at San Marco Restaurant
in Venice. Thank you, George Arfield, Social
and Cultural Chair. We also want to give
kudos to Chef Jeft for the delicious food he
prepared. The attendees were greeted kindly,
and service was excellent. San Marco
Restaurant should be on your “restaurants
you want to go to” list. We were very pleased.
Look for an announcement for an upcoming
June La Cena.



Our Holiday Party was without a doubt our
most successful “fun” fundraiser. I run the
risk of embarrassing Patty and Mike
DiMicele one more time, expressing our
gratitude for their generosity. They not only
hosted the Holiday Party but also “rescued
us” by volunteering to host the Carnevale.
We were so close to canceling without a
suitable location to hold it. The DiMiceles to
the rescue, offering their home not six weeks
after Patty’s shoulder surgery following an
accident while on vacation. Carolann
Garafola, one of our newest members, has
graciously offered her home for our
Carnevale on 3/4/25. Thank you!

We are thankful for the many ways GCICS
promotes  good  times. Let’s  get
inspired! Let’s get involved! We are hoping
to run new events that will bring small groups
together--perhaps Mah  Jong, Bridge,
Dominos, Arts & Crafts, Book Club with an
Italian theme, Italian movies with English
subtitles, and cooking
classes/demonstrations. We have many
artistic and talented members. Please
consider sharing your talents with interested
members.

Before closing, I want to thank all who
participated in the 2024 Giving Challenge. It
is an important measure of your generosity.
The stage is set for next year’s scholarship
awards. There will be no Giving Challenge in
2025 so it was vital that we raise substantial
monies in 2024. Thank you one and all.

One final thanks you and recognition to our
Board which led the Society in achieving its
mission--Mary Rinaldi, Newsletter Editor,
Jerry Hall, Language Instruction Chair,
Gordon Bloom, Technology Chair, Josephine
Fontana, Treasurer, Tom Hurban, Bocce
Chair, Sandra Russell, Scholarship Chair,
and George Arfield, Social & Cultural Chair.
Special recognition with much appreciation
is given to Ellen Roderick, Secretary for
continued hard work and dedication. In
addition, thank you to Pam Arfield our food
coordinator and Maria Heifner who helped
with Carnevale decorations.

Please enjoy your summer and I look forward
to seeing you in the fall. God bless us all.

Julie Bondarenko
President
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Elena Ferrante, Those Who Leave and Those Who Stay (2013)

Review by Leita Kaldi Davis

This is the third in Flena Ferrante’s
Neapolitan Quartet that includes the famous
My Brilliant Friend, followed by The Story of
a New Name, Those Who Leave and Those
Who Stay and the final book, The Story of the
Lost Child.

Those Who Leave follows the story of Elena
and Lila, childhood friends and confidantes
whose destinies are disparate. Elena or Lenu
of a middle-class family, emerges from the
tumult of her adolescence to go on to
university and publish a book that becomes a
best-seller, based on experiences that Lila
and she shared. Lenu marries a wealthy
aristocratic professor in Florence and one
would think she has it made. Not. Lina, in
the meantime, marries a low-class Napolitan
Camorro, Stefano, whom she soon divorces
amidst social and familial storms that are the
background of Lila’s life. She cannot pursue
an education, but both women know that she
is the more intelligent, sharper minded of
them. Instead, she ends up working in a

sausage factory in Naples. Lila has fiery
affairs with, among others, Nino, for whom
Elena has harbored a secret passion through
the years. Lila is ferociously independent
and ends up living with Enzo in a quasi-
platonic affair with her child, son of Stefano,
who is a constant irritant. She quickly learns
computer skills and goes to work for a capo
whom she loathes. Lenu, on the other hand,
forsakes her idyllic lifestyle, husband, and
children, to run away with Nino. Lila
responds bitterly: “What ... use has it been
for me to imagine that you would enjoy a
wonderful life for me, too? I was wrong,
you’re a fool.”

Lena and Lila are bonded for life, though at
this stage their friendship does not evolve as
much as it stagnates. Ferrante is inspired by
Elsa Morante’s existentialism  whose
translator, Jenny McPhee, quotes Ferrante,
who read Morante’s Lies and Sorcery when
she was sixteen. “There I discovered what
literature can be,” she said.



Welcome New Board Member
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Dr. Philip Terry Miner

Dr. Philip Terry Miner was named after his paternal grandfather Phillip John Miner who was
born in a little town 2 %2 hours northeast of Napoli called Castelfranco in Miscano. He did
some research and found out that his grandfather’s birth name was Rocco Fedele Mainiero.
Also, although his death certificate stated that he was born in 1885 he was born in 1881. It is
not unusual for Italian men to falsify their birth year so that they can attract younger women!

For 7 years Phil served in the Army Medical Corp as a pediatrician stationed in Germany,
Letterman Army Medical Center in San Francisco, and Fort Eustis in Virginia. Professionally,
he is a retired child neurologist and practiced in Oklahoma, Georgia, Illinois, Minnesota, and
Florida. He and his wife, Patty, moved to Sarasota ten years ago. His daughter and twin sons
live in Florida as well!

Philip and his wife enjoy boating, playing (pretending to be good at) bridge and Scottish
country dancing. He is always looking for new hobbies if you have any suggestions!

Movie Beview
By George Arfield

GCICS members filled one of the large meeting rooms of the Gulf Gate
public library branch on the afternoon of May 3d to enjoy a screening
of a long-forgotten Hollywood romantic comedy filmed entirely in
Italy: "Light in the Piazza." It was produced and released by MGM in
1962.

The presentation was hosted by Ringling School of Art and Design
adjunct professor Marianne Dahlen. She and the movie brought back memories of the 1960s,
when Rome was regarded as "Hollywood-on-the-Tiber" due to the numerous California studios
producing films in the Italian capital and other memorable Italian cities.

Much of "Light in the Piazza" was shot on location in Florence and Rome. It stars Olivia de
Havilland, Yvette Mimieux, George Hamilton and Rossano Brazzi --names now mostly
forgotten but glittering stars in the 60s. They are gone by now but the beauty of the Italian
locations remains unchanged, albeit now swarming with visitors.



SAVE THE DATES

*10/26/24 (Saturday) Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back Luncheon:
Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club, 11:30-2:15 pm; cost and menu TBD; honoring
GCICS 2024 Italian American of the Year (keeping it a surprise for now).

*12/15/24 (Sunday) Holiday/Christmas Party/Scholarship Fundraiser @ Patty &
Mike DiMicele's home, Misty Creek, Sarasota, 5:30 pm; Potluck; Scholarship donation
($40 per person); BYOB; to be announced by Nov 1, 2024.

*1/11/25 (Saturday) Annual Meeting/Luncheon/Town Hall/Program @ Peridia
Golf & Country Club, Bradenton; N/C to members; program being planned; 11:30-2:30
pm; to be announced by Dec 1, 2024.

*3/4/25 (Shrove Tuesday): Carnevale/Scholarship Fundraiser @ Carolann
Garafola’s home, of f Honore north of University Pkwy, 5:30 pm; Potluck; Scholarship
donation ($40 per person); BYOB; to be annhounced by Jan 15, 2025.

*3/16/25 (Sunday): St. Joseph's Feast Day Luncheon; no details yet.

*4/12/25 (Saturday): Scholarship Festa Luncheon @ Stoneybrook Golf & Country
Club, 11:30-2:15 pm; cost and menu TBD.

NOTE: Cultural events (lectures, tours), La Cend's, and some additional "fun” events
are being planned. Happy Hours (Mon) & Bocce (Sun) are ongoing.
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G Certificats

The following restaurants have recently donated gift
certificates. Thank you, Julie Bondarenko, Ellen Roderick,
and Phil Miner for all your hard work in obtaining all these
gift cards this past month. Remember, the monies obtained
by raffling off these gift cards at our events helps to fund
our scholarships.

Italian Grill (Central Sarasota Pkwy)

Mattison's Forty-One (S. Tamiami Trail)

Grillsmith (Sarasota)

Kona Grill (at UTC Mall)

Scarpino's (Bradenton)

Beckhams (Central Sarasota & S. Tamiami Tr.)

Madfish Grill (Cattlemen & Beeridge)







