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Mary Rinaldi, Editor

President’s Message

Wow, what a Carnevale celebration, one of two
fundraisers we hold each year. An article &
photos are included for you to enjoy. Do you
recall the bottles of wine you contributed at the
Annual Meeting? Well, that wine with restaurant
gift cards converted to $760 for our scholarship
and grants program. Add to that your $40
donations, and we raised $2,600. No words of
appreciation are sufficient to express our
gratitude to Mike and Patty DiMicele who,
without hesitation, opened their home. This is the
sixth time they have generously hosted us for
parties. If you are fortunate to have a home that
could accommodate 45-50, please consider
offering to host Carnevale on 2/17/2026.

I want to highlight the successful St. Joseph’s
Feast Day celebration at Chianti’s. Ellen did an
excellent job working with Chianti’s, selecting
the menu, handling reservations, and planning &

conducting the program. The food was excellent,
and I did not hear anything but raves from
attendees. | believe Chianti will be the restaurant
of choice for our 2026 St. Joseph’s dinner. Again,
an article & photos are included for your reading
pleasure. Thank you, Ellen!

It is with pride that I look back over the past few
months and realize what has been achieved. If
you remember, I had set a few 2025 resolutions,
hoping that success would be forthcoming. We,
as an organization, hit new milestones. Many
sought us out both through our GCICS website
and Phil Miner’s membership committee. And
what makes it special is that fellow members are
inviting friends to join, allowing our organization
to move forward. Please get to know these new
members who have joined since our program year
began on 10/1/2024:



*Susan Tucker

*Al Kramer

*Merle & Mary Kay Sogge

*Jo Bellezza

*Mike Lovette & Joanne Valvano
*Phil & Elaine Quirin

*Jim & Eileen Buzzard

Another way we are satisfying our 2025
resolutions is bringing you more Italian-themed
programs. We thank Camille Kramer, Program
Chair, for her enthusiasm, sound work, and
energy. She has filled the calendar with many
exciting events that will occur in the coming
months. Her first event, the Sarasota Opera
House Tour, was a grand success. Members loved
it! Whether overcoming challenges or pushing
through with determination, we have shown what
GCICS is truly about.

We thank George Arfield, Cultural Chair, for
planning another outstanding lecture by Dr.
Davide Tanasi. “The Sicilian D-Day” topic was a
new one for us and so incredibly fascinating. We
had close to 60 members and guests who left
better educated about WWII history. We
appreciate Dr. Tanasi’s wealth of knowledge and
his ability to inspire, and we hold him in high
regard. George Arfield and Davide Tanasi make a
“great team” in our Society.

April 12th is our Scholarship Festa, a once-a-year
opportunity to celebrate a key dimension of our
mission: awarding scholarships to high school
seniors. This event addresses the very essence of
our organization: the giving part. The fundraising
you participated in during the year has brought
this special day to fruition. We will award six
$2,000 scholarships. Do not miss this special
occasion-registration is still open. This is a
wonderful event offering a fine dining buffet
experience. The cost is $40 and includes too

*Caroline Murphy

*Steve Calobong & Vickey Minni
*Anne Crowley

*@Gail O’Connor

*Tony & Myrna Memoli

many dishes to list here and a glass of wine or
mimosa.

Special request: The Membership/Marketing
Committee has the goal of establishing a GCICS
Facebook page to market GCICS to potential
members. Phil Miner and Jim Heald are working
on this with assistance from Gordon Bloom. Phil
and Jim would welcome one or two members
who are regular Facebook users to join them in
getting the Facebook Page up and running. If this
is something you would like to volunteer for,
please email Phil Miner (retire66(@gmail.com).
Thank you for your consideration.

On April 8, the Board will have a marathon 3-
hour initial planning session for our 2025-2026
Program Year. We are committed to staying
focused on our goal of achieving a better
organization while staying in close touch with our
members’ needs. It is my grandest hope to help
make GCICS all that it can be.

Before closing, we send Francie Hammond, Joe
Raia, and Carolann Garafola get well wishes.
Francie is recovering from brain surgery; Joe is
recovering from a serious heart procedure; and
Carolann is valiantly moving through months of
chemo treatments. Blessings to them all. In
closing, thank you to the entire Board, especially
those who maintain a quiet post. You do not go
unnoticed.

Julie Bondarenko
GCICS President



Scholarship Luncheon

April 12, 2025

You are invited to our annual Scholarship Festa (Luncheon) where high school seniors are
awarded GCICS college scholarships. We will welcome the student scholars and their guests. You
will meet and hear from these college bound local Italian American high school seniors. If you
wish to sponsor a student or parent for the luncheon, include that fee ($40) in your payment
and indicate that information online or in your note that accompanies your check. The
student whom you sponsor, along with his/her parents or family members, will be seated with you.

*Event: GCICS SCHOLARSHIP FESTA

*Date/Time: Saturday, April 12, 2025, 11:30-2:15 pm

*Location: Stoneybrook Gulf & Country Club, 8801 Stoneybrook Blvd, Sarasota, FL 34238
*Cost: $40 (all inclusive; non-refundable) + one complimentary Mimosa, Bloody Mary, or House
Wine

*Menu: Enhanced buffet including salads, flatbread, poultry, fish, and vegetarian options,
vegetables, dessert, coffee & tea.

*Payment: 1 encourage you to pay online using our website. The directions are below. If not, mail
a check (payable to GCICS) to Ellen Roderick, 770 So. Palm Ave, #1003, Sarasota, FL 34236 and
provide the name of each attendee (and if you are sponsoring a student or parent).

*Deadline: Must register online or I must have your check in hand by Saturday, April 5, 2025.
*Cash Bar: Available

*Seating: You will receive a table assignment close to 4/12/25; this must be done to sit members
sponsoring a student or parent with a family.

*Questions: Call (Cell: 301-775-1344) or email me itrain@erols.com

STEPS FOR PAYING ONLINE

*Go to our website using this address: www.gcics.org/payment

*On 1% page, check “Member”, enter first & last name, email address, phone #, and click on the
blue block.

*On 2" page, enter the total amount of your payment, then type in the block directly below:
4/12/25 and list the name(s) of the person(s) for whom you are paying. Please make sure you
do this step.

*Click PayPal checkout and the next page will come up. Complete what is needed.

*Note: You do not need a PayPal account to pay for GCICS events. PayPal will accept your credit
card directly. You will receive a confirmation email within an hour.

Ellen Roderick
GCICS Secretary



MEMORIUM: CHERRIE LEA RANDALL
November 18, 1936 - February 2, 2025
Prepared by Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary

Cherrie Lea Randall, 88, of Ada, OK and
Lakewood Ranch, FL, died on 2/2/25 in
Lakewood Ranch. In recent years, Cherrie
was facing several major health issues.
Cherrie joined the Gulf Coast Italian
Culture Society in October 2019, having
been sponsored by Ellie Stoll. Cherrie was
traveling on a cruise in April 2024 with her
close friend Ellie when Ellie passed
unexpectedly. Cherrie took responsibility
for making arrangements for getting Ellie’s
remains home, working with officials on a
Caribbean island and with Ellie’s next of
kin.

For most of her career, Cherrie was a well-
loved art teacher, devoting her years of
professional life to Federal Government
service. Specifically, she taught in
Department of Defense (DOD) schools

around the world, including two of her
favorites, Japan and Panama. When
Cherrie settled in Sarasota in 2000, she
began a ‘new’ life with many dear friends
and colleagues whom she met abroad
during her teaching career. She, along with
those friends, traveled worldwide as well
as cruising. Cherrie also enjoyed playing
all kinds of games with friends.

Cherrie was a faithful Methodist, and a
dedicated mother. She was preceded in
death by her parents Ernest and Elaine,
her children Bucky and Charlotte, brother
Ernie, and her grandson Johnny. Left to
cherish her memory are her son Mike
Collier and his wife Teresa, former spouse
Ferman Collier, nine grandchildren, 21
great grandchildren, and one great great
grandchild. May dear Cherrie rest in
peace.



[talian Bookshelf

By: Leita Davis

RS g ma L ™

SILENCE

The Silence of the Choir
Mohamed Mbougar Sarr

Europa Editions , 2024, 391 pages
Review by Leita Kaldi Davis

This is a story of the current interest of 76
migrants from West Africa who move to a
small Sicilian village, Altino, and the impact
they make on the townspeople. As you might
guess, half the population is compassionate
and willing to help the refugees, while the
other half resent their presence and try to
denigrate and get rid of them. (I was drawn
to this book because I lived in Senegal for
three years and because I loved driving
around Sicily.)

The main character, Jogoy, is Senegalese. He
had come to the village as a refugee and
stayed on to help others who followed him by
translating into Italian and orienting
them. “To translate is ... to mourn the
primary language, and to wager one can build
another one on its ashes.” The author speaks
of the shame inherent in leaving one’s
country, which ultimately gives way to the
Dream. A Catholic priest (“... less a man of

cloth than a man”) supports them and,
inevitably, a village girl and an African man
fall in love, with all the societal friction one
would expect. The book is dotted with
journalistic pages, such as “According to the
European Migration Observatory, 1,132
migrants died in the last three months trying
to reach the Sicilian coast, and nearly 1,873
others are currently seeking asylum on the
island.” Football figures into the story, of
course, with Altinese playing against
Africans, who are very much into the sport.

Tensions build between the two groups that
culminate in a mob showdown in the village
square. The conflict resolution is a shock,
and I’ll only hint that Mt Aetna is
involved. My Calabrian niece who works
with refugees there told me once, "We must
not forget how we were treated when we first
came to the United States.”



BOCCE NEWG

Article and Photos by Tom Hurban

Beth Rose, Mary Lou Ferrari, Tom Hurban, Jerry Hall, George Arfield,
Doris Hurban, Patty DiMicele George DiCostanzo, Mike DiMicele

Each Sunday eight to twelve GCICS members gather at 400 Palmetto Ave. in Osprey to play bocce
from approximately 2-4. Pictured above are many of the mainstays. I know that there are many
more potential players because of the showing we recently had at our combo picnic-bocce event
held at the Hammock Preserve.

WE NEED YOU THERE! Try it, You’ll like it !!

The Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast, newly named The Big Waters Land Trust, will
be holding its highly successful Wild About Nature event on Sat. April 5. Some of our bocce
players will be on hand again this year to teach the game of bocce to the many young people who
wander by the court.

Tom Hurban. Bocce Chair.
908 507 3048
dorisntom@gmail.com



Ttaliiown Clasaicd Muasical Exrent
May 7, 2025

Your presence, and that of friends and guests, is requested on the evening of May 7 for a
performance in downtown Sarasota by the recently formed Avanti Sinfonia. The program will have
an emphasis on Italian master composers. On the program there are, among others, works by
Vivaldi, Verdi, Puccini, and Morricone.

Avanti Sinfonia consists of 13 professional musicians playing under the baton of Patricia "Pat"
Glunt. The referenced performance will additionally feature Guest Artist Jane Hoffman on flute.
The repertoire ranges from the baroque to the modern, and each concert runs under two hours. A
reception, wines and light edibles, follows the concert.

A native Californian, Ms. Glunt graduated from the University of the Pacific and earned a master’s
degree in music education from Queens College in New York City. She has been an Adjunct
Professor at Hunter College and New York University and a teaching artist for the NY
Philharmonic. In 2023 she was invited to serve as a clinician in the Florida Orchestra Association
State Concert Music Performance Assessment.

Details below and in the attached flyer:

WHAT: An Evening with Avanti Sinfonia

WHEN: Wednesday May 7, 2025, 7:00 pm

WHERE: Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236
TICKETS:  $30.00 at the door (cash or credit card)

We look forward to your company at this event.
George Arfield
Cultural Chair
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AVANTI SINFONIA CONCERT
7PM Weds. May 7, 2025

Church of the Redeemer Y
222 S. Palm Avenue, Sarasota ?
This concert will have many y

familiar pieces from Italian

and Argentinian master ﬁa(t Gﬂ'””(t Jar}}e H[DAf,t“laﬂ
rtistic Director uest Artis

COmpasers. Conductor Flute

Help us celebrate the final concert of our inaugural

season with works from Vivaldi, Verdi, Puccini,

Morricone, Piazzolla, Ginastera, Williams

Tickets: $30 at the door - cash or credit card
Avanti Sinfonia is a newly formed string orchestra dedicated to

showcasing local talent and introducing audiences to a variety of
string repertoire. We are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation.




Cultuwall Event: A Filou Matinee

May 29,2025

The Board is pleased to bring to you an Italian film with English subtitles that is a prime example
of neorealism cinema. Italian neorealism (neorealismo), also known as the Golden Age of Italian
Cinema, was a national film movement characterized by stories set amongst the poor and
the working class. Filmed on location, frequently with non-professional actors, these films
primarily address the tough economic and moral conditions of post-World War II Italy.

EVENT: Italian Film with English Subtitles

WHAT: Bitter Rice (Riso Amaro), a 1949 Italian neorealist crime drama film with the backdrop
of the backbreaking work of planting rice in the Po Valley. (1 hour 47 minutes)
RECOGNITION: Nominated for Best Story at the 1950 Academy Awards and was entered into
the 1949 Cannes Film Festival. By 2008, the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage named it one of
100 Italian films that "changed the collective memory of the country".

WHEN: Thursday May 29, 2025, 2-4 pm (arrive by 1:45pm)

WHERE: Gulf Gate Library 7112 Curtiss Ave, Sarasota, FL 34231, Meeting Room B (to right of
entrance)

PARKING: The library parking lot; no time limit.

OPTIONAL READING: “The Secret History of Risotto” by Anthony Lane, The New Yorker
Daily, 12/16/24 (attached). This article is not about the movie but rather a contemporary article on
risotto that originated from the rice fields of Northern Italy and may enhance your film enjoyment.
WHO: Members (please wear your nametag) & Guests

COST: No Charge

RSVP: As soon as you would like but no Ilater than May 20, 2025; Camille
Kramer: camilleakramer@gmail.com

CONFIRMATION: You will receive a confirmation email — look for that!

CANCELLATION: Please cancel, if needed, with Camille for an accurate count (email appears
above)

I look forward to sharing a fascinating afternoon with many of you.

Camille Kramer
GCICS Program Chair



Anbenie Rice Facty

Arborio rice, a short-grain Italian rice variety, is named after the town of Arborio in the
Piedmont region and is renowned for its high starch content, which allows it to create the
creamy texture characteristic of risotto.

Here's a more detailed look at its history:

e Origins: Arboriorice is an Italian variety, specifically a short-grain rice, named after
the town of Arborio in the Po Valley, Piedmont region.

e Cultivation: It's cultivated in the Piedmont region, known for its climate and soil
conditions suitable for rice cultivation.

e Characteristics: Arborio rice is known for its high amylopectin starch content,
which contributes to its creamy texture when cooked.

¢ Risotto: It's traditionally used for making risotto, a classic Italian dish, and is
considered the most common type of rice used for risotto.

e Global presence: While originating in Italy, Arborio rice is now grown in other parts
of the world, including the United States (in states like California and Texas).

o History of Rice in Italy: Rice cultivation increased in Italy after a long period of
famine, illness, and wars in the 1500s.

¢ Risotto's History: The first cookbook recipe identifiable as risotto dates from 1809,
with rice sautéed in butter, sausages, bone marrow, and onions with broth with
saffron gradually added.



CARNEVALE CELEBRATION & GCHOLARSHIP FUNDRATSER
Anticle & Phetes by Ellen Redenick, GCICS Gecrelouy

It was a joy to return to Mike & Patty DiMichele’s home for Carnevale
(3/4/25), an evening full of fun and festive spirit. Forty members attended
although forty-six had registered but the flu kept some away. The photo
booth was popular, and everyone came in for a pose. As the photos
illustrate, there were plenty of beads, feathers, and masks. The food was
delicious and plentiful, and we thank the cooks/bakers and Pam Arfield for
food coordination. Thanks also to Phil Miner for securing gift cards &
managing the raffles, to members for donating the wine, and to our hosts,
Patty & Mike. We raised $1,840 from registrations and $760 from ‘raftling’
the wine bottles/gift cards for our Scholarships & Grants Program. Thank you all for your
generosity.
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Al and Camille Kramer

Carole Miranda and
George DiCostanzo
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Linda and J oeTomaselli Laura and Jim Heald Joe and lanche Barresi Doris and Tom Hurban



Vince Amato and Vin DeNicolas and
Josephine Fontana Julie Bondarenko

Phil and Patty Miner George and Pam Arfield

Gl. Qosepivy Feast Day Celebuation Qunnern
March 16, 2025 - Chianti’s Sarasota
Article & Photos by Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary

Chianti Ristorante Italiano hosted 47 members and 4 guests for our celebration honoring St.
Joseph, Patron Saint of Sicily. President Julie welcomed everyone, asked Donna Carrillo to
introduce our newest members, Phil & Elaine Quirin, and invited members to introduce their
guests. Secretary Ellen offered the St. Joseph’s Commemoration. We dined on Caesar salad, veal
piccata, sole or eggplant parm, and tiramisu. We honored 8 “Joseph” attendees: Joe Barresi, Dana
Joseph Dalton, Jack Joseph Ferrante (in absentia), Josephine Fontana, Joseph Polizzi, Philip
Joseph Quirin, Joe Tomaselli, and one guest, Joe Moran. The program then commenced: ‘Sharing
Artifacts from One s Italian Ancestry.” Members brought family heirlooms, describing their history
and significance. A great big thank you to Blanche Barresi (grandfather’s Italian music diploma),
Michele Barsodi-Takei (grandparent’s medallion), Marianne Gordon (grandfather’s paring knife),
Mike DiMicele (ancestors’ photos), and Joe Polizzi (grandmother’s Sicilian porcelain bowl). By
7:00 pm, we were saying our good-byes.
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Mary Rinaldi
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Phyllis Shonk and Tom Lawrence(G), Donna Carrillo, Ellen Roderick, Jack Norman and
Nina Pajunas(G) Linda Lawrence(G)
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Carolann Garafola and Roseann Gaglio Joe Polizzi Marianne Gordon

Mike DiMicele



OFFICERS/DIRECTORS

President

Julie Bondarenko
juliebondy@yahoo.com
Secretary

Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com
Treasurer

Josephine Fontana
Fontana.Josephine@gmail.com
Bocce Chair

Tom Hurban, DDS
dorisntom@gmail.com
Scholarship Chair
Sandra Russell
russellsandra062@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Mary Faith Rinaldi, ABD
maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com
Cultural Chair

George Arfield
arfield@yahoo.com
Language Instruction Chair
Jerry Hall
CZHalls@verizon.net
Technology Chair
Gordon Bloom
Gordon.bloom@att.net
Membership & Social Chair
Philip Miner, MD
Retire66(@gmail.com
Program Chair

Camille Kramer
carmilleakramer@gmail.com

Past Presidents

Joseph Raffaele, PhD 1988-1992
Gabriella Thurston 1993-2001
Patrick Corsentino 2001-2004

Arthur Castraberti 2004-2006
Marie Corsentino 2007

Mary Amabile Palmer 2008-2010
William Korp 2010-2014
Anthony Esposito 2015-2016

Sheryl Lazzarotti 2016-2020

According to Kress Gillespie a folklorist and professor
of American Studies in the School of Arts Science at
Rutgers University, the story goes back to the 1500s
in France when the Julian calendar (established by
Julius Caesar) was replaced with the Gregorian
calendar (introduced by Pope Gregory XIII and still
used in most parts of the world). In the old Julian
calendar, the new year began on April 1, but with the
new Gregorian calendar, the new year was set to
begin on January 1.

News did not always travel fast in those days so not
everyone got the word that the start of the New Year
changed to January 1. They kept celebrating it on
April 1, and they were widely mocked as April Fools.

The practice of telling April Fools' jokes spread rapidly,
and it has continued over the last 500 years or so.
These jokes work best on people who have not been
paying attention to the calendar. Playing a joke on
someone, you want to get to them early in the
morning before they realize what day it is.







