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Vince Lombardi is one of the most recognized and respected NFL coaches.* He was born to
immigrant parents in Brooklyn, New York and was raised in a catholic household where he
gained his sense of discipline, faith, and hard work.2 He played offensive line at Fordham
University where he became part of the famous “Seven blocks of Granite” given do their
dominant offensive line.3 His professional career was fairly short, but it still gave him the
experience to help mold his coaching beliefs.*

He began coaching at St. Celica University where he was also the teacher of Latin, physics
and chemistry.® He was known for his demanding standards for his players.® Later he had stints
in college coaching and then landing as a coach for the New York Giants before ending up as the
Head Coach of the Green Bay Packers.” They were coming off a terrible 1-10-1 season which
improved to 7-5 in Lombardi’s first year as coach which earned him the honors of being coach of
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the year.®

His tenure lasted from 1959 — 1967 and during this period he never had a losing record.® It
remains one of the most dominant runs in NFL history.’® He won five NFL championships
(1961, 1962, 1965, 1966, 1967),** in addition to those victories he also won the inaugural Super
Bowl, which came to known and super bowl I and super bowl 11.22

Beyond just his coaching success he became incredibly well known for his leadership and
character.”® He had a very strong emphasis on precision, accountability, and preparation.'* One of
his most famous statements was “winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing” became incredibly
well known in sports and reflects the commitment he had to excellence.'” These don’t just stop at
football either, there have been plenty of examples throughout business, education, and even the
military.'s

His stance on equality was another thing that made him stand out.'” In his time, racial
inequality was rampant, but he still made sure his players were treated with respect.'®* He focused
on athletes’ performance and professionalism rather than their background.' There is evidence
that he took action on discrimination, even threatening to boycott restaurants and other places
that refused to serve his players.?° He became an icon of racial equality just by standing up for
his players and insisting they were respected.?

After his unfortunate death to colon cancer in 1970, 22 his ideals were recognized across the
world. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 19712, and
the Super Bowl trophy that his Green Bay Packers were the first to win, was renamed in
his honor. 2* The connection was solidified for generations between his name and ideals and the
highest achievement in football.
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His legacy lives on even today as many coaches, executives, and other leaders
still reference his ideas about discipline, integrity, and mental toughness. * He was more than
just a football coach; he was an icon of leadership and excellence whose ideas will live on
for generations. 2¢
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