1A VOCE 1 GCICS

GULF COAST ITALIAN CULTURE SOCIETY, INC.

Dear GCICS Member.

As a result of our appeal for new
board members, I am pleased to report
that Patricia Novak, who teaches
Beginners Italian as noted in La Voce
and on our web site: GCICS.net, has
come forth and volunteered and another
member 1s considering. Elsewhere in
this 1ssue we are brought up to date on
the redo of the web site. The committee
has improved just about everything
contained in the various links reachable
from the home page. We hope with this
revitalization the site will attract more
interest among members and the general
public.

Membership renewal notices were
mailed to members on December 15%.
A reminder, please mail your renewal in
the envelope provided by January 15,
including, if possible, a scholarship
donation to the class of 2013. The
Board would like to receive your
feedback, both positive or negative, on
this new billing process. Let us know
what you like or don’t like about it.
While we are on likes and dislikes, you
have probably noticed that annual dues
went up $ 5.00. Since GCICS does not
have a sufficiently large mailing list we
pay the standard 45 cents for the first
ounce in every mailing, resulting in
increased printing costs for eight La
Voce 1issues per year and other
administrative costs. We cannot afford
to print the newsletter in color, but the
color proofs sent to the printer, when
viewed in my computer, greatly enhance
its appearance. Please be prepared to
discuss e-mail of La Voce at the annual
meeting.

January 2013

Welcome to La Voce di GCICS!

And to remind you, the annual meeting
will be held on January 11 beginning at
noon. A light lunch, provided by Connie
Campisi and the Moccias, will start the
meeting, during which, because of a
tight schedule, the new directors will be
appointed. This will be followed by a
town hall type meeting and then a film.
Please RSVP as requested on page
2 and bring your thoughts along,
including an appropriate Italian name for
our annual meeting, programs you
would like to see or hear, nearby places
of interest we can visit etc. I am looking
forward to a successful, fun packed year
of GCICS activities!

Happy New Year and Good Health in
2013

Bill Korp

HAPPY
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Annual Meeting and Film

As last year, the annual meeting will be in a Town Hall format. During this meeting, the
GCICS’s Visions and new initiatives will be presented by our President Bill Korp. Then the
meeting will be open to members to discuss their future vision and program preference. The
meeting will be followed by the Italian movie The Vanishing Pato. A light lunch will be served.

The Vanishing Pato

Pato goes missing during the Good Friday performance of The Passion of the Christ.
Two law enforcement officials with very different personalities are charged to team up in order
to solve the missing person case in 1890 Italy. The more they investigate; the more complicated
the case becomes. The squabbling and eventual co-operation between the men leads to much of
the humor of the film. Based on the historical mystery novel by Andrea Camilleri, the movie
features outstanding performances, quirky humor and sharp social commentary.

What: Annual Meeting

When: Friday, January 11, 2013

Time: 12:00 PM

Food: Light Lunch

Cost: Free

Where: Community Foundation of Sarasota County

2635 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL. 34237 (near Tuttle)
Reserve: Kate and Bill Korp, 941-388-2561 by January 7™, 2013
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ITALIAN CLASSES
2013 Schedule

Please be advised that both beginner and conversation classes will be held in the
Sarasota County Schools Administrative Building located at 1950 Landings Boulevard,
Sarasota beginning January 2013. Landings Boulevard is off RT.41 and behind “Sweet
Tomato Restaurant”. Take the first left off Landings Boulevard and look for the building
#1950 straight ahead with a blue awning. Ample parking is provided in front of the
building. Enter the building and take the elevator to the second floor. Classes will be
held in room 218 or 219. Check the daily easel board near the elevator for the exact
room # for that day.

Location: Sarasota County Schools Administrative Building
1950 Landings Boulevard, Sarasota

Class Section: Italian Converation Beginner’s Italian
Instructor: Frank & Pina Pergolizzi Patricia Novak

Cell: 203-583-2323 cell: 941-753-8357
Day: Wednesday Mondays
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 PM 2:00 -4:00 PM with one

exception *

Dates: January January

9,16, 23,30 7, 14*, 28

*Class 11 AM — 1 PM

February February
6,13, 20, 27 4.11.25
March March
6.13.20.27 4,11,18,25
April April

3,10,17. 24 1,8,15,22,29
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UPCOMING EVENT

Valentine’s Dav Dance

1*,

) X

On Friday, February 8, 2013 the GCICS will celebrate Valentine’s Day at the Stoneybrook Golf
and Country Club in Palmer Ranch. Dine and dance to the live music by the four piece band
“Crossover.”

Menu

Cocktail Hour — Cash Bar
Appetizer Station with Fruit and Cheese
Passed Hors d’oeurves

Dinner — Cash Bar

Surf and Turf
Desert
Coffee, Tea. and cakes
Date: Friday, February 8, 2013
Time: 6:00 PM Cocktail Hour
7:00 PM Dinner and Dancing

Place: Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club in Palmer Ranch
Cost: $45 per person — Note: drinks not included in price

Reserve: Make checks payable to GCICS and mail to:
Connie Campisi, 739 Shadow Bay Way, Osprey, FL. 34229
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The GCICS Christmas Party
By Mary Amabile Palmer

Sunday’s Christmas Party, (12/16/12), a
Bring-A-Dish celebration that was the
first of its kind, was held at the gracious
home of Mary Rinaldi and Jack Norman.
Those who know the rigors of putting
together a party, any kind, understand
the preparation and scheduling involved.
Mary and Jack know how to fill that bill
exceedingly well. They are gracious,
hospitable, thoughtful, and competent
hosts, twice proved. They not only
opened up their gracious home to us,
contributed a ham, provided
entertainment  throughout, for our
listening and dancing pleasure, by
talented singer and keyboard player
Robert Santori, but they made certain
everyone was having a grand time.

By any measure, it was a raving success.
The Bring-A-Dish concept 1s quite
popular with our society and others. I
once commented that of all the Bring-A-
Dish events I have attended in my
lifetime, none, NONE, compare to an
Italian Bring-A-Dish. It 1s always a
deluxe endeavor. Sometimes called “Pot
luck™, it can mean you're lucky if you
like a few of the various contributions.
Not to worry. If it’s sponsored by
Italians, everyvthing will be likeable.
Good food 1s an important part of every
day life in Italian homes. That same
importance extends to  significant
occasions such as weddings and

holidays, and, even to a Bring-A-Dish.
Pride is important here!

The wrap around counter top in the
kitchen/family room contained large
platters of appetizers, each beautifully
garnished, inviting and tasty. When the
entrees replaced the appetizers, not only
was the wrap-around counter full but the
back wall counter held a dozen or more
overflow platters. And such a variety:
ham, fish, sausage, veal, chicken, pastas,
risotto, vegetables, salads, bread, rolls,
etc., etc., etc. If you had any room left,
there were a variety of desserts on hand.

I tried to taste everything but it was near
impossible. However, every thing I tried
was well prepared and delicious. No
surprise here. The group of 50 or so,
obviously  enjoyed each  other’s
company, and went home happier than
when they arrived, transported into a
holiday mood. Omne fine, well liked
member, Arden Fowler, was heard
saying something like “Nowhere else in
Sarasota can you find a group of people
as friendly and fun-loving as members of
the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society.”
Yes!

A huge thanks to Mary and Jack!

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and
Happy Holidays!
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Chrlstmas Party Fundralser

December 16, 2012 at the home of Mary Rinaldi & Jack Norman
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OFFICERS/DIRECTORS

President:

William Korp
wrkorp@comeast.net
Vice President:

Anthony Cagliostro
itamac2(@gmail.com
Treasurer:

Anthony Esposito
AE1943(@yahoo.com
Secretary:

Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com
Fundraising & Publicity:
Joseph Moccia
marymoccia@verizon.net
Membership:

Robert Amedeo
bobnatamedeo(@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor:

Mary Rinaldi
maryfrinaldi@yahoo.com
Scholarship:

Anthony Cagliostro
geicscholar@gmail.com
Social & Cultural:
Carmella Campisi
739carmella@comeast.net
Sunshine Lady:

Isabel Istorico

Isabelistorico585(@comcast.net

Directors at Large:
Pasquale Astore

pta@21stecenturyinternational.com

Frank Coppa
Fcoppa35(@aol.com
Dorothy Leone
dotleone@yahoo.com
Frank Cerullo
frankcerullonjfl@aol.com

Advisor:
Aida LaBrutte
steveaida(@aol.com

Past Presidents
Joseph Raffaele, PhD
Gabriella Thurston
Patrick Corsentino
Arthur Castraberti
Marie Corsentino
Mary Amabile Palmer

GCICS Newsletter » January, 2013

WWW.qcics.org is born
By A. "Tony” Cagliostro

On learning of the suspension of our former website, we caused the
creation of a new domain name and the establishment of a new hosting
relationship. This allowed us to continue our site redesign effort while
maintaining the skeletal operation of a replacement website. Thus was
born www.gcics.org.

The ‘we’ of the redesign effort, tasked to develop, for the Board, the
structure of the replacement website are: Pres. Bill Korp, V.P. Tony
Cagliostro, our photo journalist and Bd. Director, Pat Astore, and a
recruit of Pres. Korp, Cliff Scarborough, an Information Technology
specialist, who has donated many hours to the effort and promised
many more to train those members who will be responsible for the
future maintenance of the website.

The effort to re-design our website to more accurately reflect the
not-for-profit nature of our organization and to improve its content and
structure began last spring. A chance inquiry during the past summer
disclosed that the account of our first website had been suspended.
This occurred unannounced. Our former hosting company failed,
despite our postings, to keep track of our organizational changes. We
had no prior notice of the expiration of our service subscription with
them.

When GCICS first established its website, the only domain name
suffix available for private organizations, whether profit or non-profit
was: “.com”. Hence our first website was named: www.gcics.com.
Along the way, with the spread of the internet and the concomitant
desire of specialized groups to carve out their own identity, particular
suffixes were created and popularized. Illustrative of the concept would
be: “.org” for not-for-profit organizations, and “.edu” for educational
institutions to name only two of the more common.

Given that GCICS is a government recognized tax-exempt not-for-
profit organization, and given that the eventual plan was to adopt a
domain name that would immediately identify us as a not-for-profit
organization, the cut-off of service by our former hosting company was
indeed providential.

By publication time, the redesign phase of the effort should be
complete. You are invited to visit our new website, www.gcics.org.
You'll be greeted by a slide show of familiar localities evocative of our
roots and our present.

It's our plan to overhaul the slide show to include alternating images
of Italy and Sarasota County. The ABOUT US link will be expanded, in
due time, to include our updated organizational documents. Refine-
ments and updated will also be made, as needed, to other links such as,
LEADERSHIP, SCHOLARSHIP, CALENDAR, and GALLERY. By then
also, the JOIN US, and CONTACT US links should be operational. A
new NEWSLETTER link has been created. It will be used to post
copies of our La Voce di GCICS as they are published.
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1) March 8, 2013 Lecture Series: A Trip to Sicily
2) March 18, 2013 Saint Joseph’s Day Celebration
3) April7,2013 Scholarship Gala

GCICS

PO Box 2591

Sarasota, FL. 34230
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