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Letter from the President: 

As I write this letter to our 

membership, we are all about to 

celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday.  

It is one of my favorites. In my family 

it was good food prepared by a 

variety of people and yummy 

desserts and lots of stories about 

everything you could think of.  I miss 

those days, but recall them with great 

pride and wonderful memories. 

The Youth Opera was a great success.  

Those who attended were rewarded 

with fine young voices singing this 

World Premier event.  Kudos to Ben 

and Travis, our Sarasota Opera 

Contacts, for working with us, and to 

Linda Mercurio for all her efforts to 

make it happen.  

Just around the corner is our 

Christmas Holiday Party.  See the 

pages inside for details.  Once again 

it will be hosted by Mary Rinaldi and 

Jack Norman at their lovely home in 

Lakewood Ranch. 

As we look forward to the Christmas 

season, let us be mindful of the many 

among our family and friends that 

could use a little extra cheer and our 

kind thoughts.  For those traveling, 

be safe. 

We have a full packed schedule in the 

New Year.  Not the least of which is 

the Cascades Bocce Tournament.  I’m 

charging all of us to bring back the 

trophy!!! Easier said than done, but I 

know we can do it!!!! 

Best to all! 

Sheryl

 



 

Holiday Party Fundraiser 

 

Once again, the Holiday Party will be a “bring a dish event” where members will bring a bottle of 

wine and a dish.  It will be a fundraiser for the scholarship fund.  It will be at the Lakewood Ranch 

residence of Mary Rinaldi and her husband Jack Norman.  The type of dish that you will bring will 

be according to the first letter of your last name.  Here are the categories that we will follow: 

  A – D:    Appetizer 

  E – K:    Vegetable dish (hot or cold; including salad) 

  L – P:   Main Course 

  R – Z:   Dessert 

The host and hostess of this event will provide ham as a main dish.  Also, Mary and Jack will fund 

the cost of the live band for the entertainment of all party-goers. 

 

DATE: Sunday, December 10, 2017 

TIME:  5:30 – 9:30 PM 

PLACE: 13982 Siena Loop, Lakewood Ranch, FL., 34202 (Phone: 907-9056) 

COST:  $25 per person 

RESERVE: Make checks payable to GCICS Scholarship Fund and mail to: 

  Mary Rinaldi, 13982 Siena Loop, Lakewood Ranch, FL., 34202 

 

 



 
 

 

GCICS ANNUAL MEETING/TOWN HALL/LUNCH/MOVIE 

 
 

Each year GCICS holds an annual meeting that includes a "town hall style" feedback session, a 

no-cost luncheon, and either a movie or lecture.  This year, we will show an Italian movie with 

English subtitles.   

 

Event:                    GCICS Annual Meeting/Town Hall/Lunch/Movie  

Date/Time:            Monday, January 8, 2018, 11:30-2:30 pm 

Location:               Community Foundation of Sarasota County, FL, 2635 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota,            

FL 34237(near Tuttle) 

Program:               Lunch (no cost), Annual Meeting, Town Hall, Movie 

Movie:                   To be announced. 

RSVP:                    E-mail Ellen Roderick anytime @ itrain@erols.com or phone her @ 941-

366-6756 (after Dec 5th)  

Deadline:               Call or e-mail Ellen by Wednesday, January 3rd.   

Bring:                    Your appetite & thoughts on GCICS 2018-2019 programs/activities 

Presiding:              Sheryl Lazzarotti, President 

Menu:                    To be announced.   

 

 

 

 

 
 



BOCCE CORNER NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Our fall welcome back picnic at the Bay Preserve was a success.  The weather was perfect for 
eating, socializing and bocce.  Linda Mercurio conducted a raffle [restaurant coupons] for the 
benefit of our scholarship fund and raised over three hundred dollars. Wow!  Kudos to Nancy 
Schubert for taking many photos of the day's activities. 
 
IMPORTANT NEWS:    Our bocce invitational with Cascades has a new date.  It will be held the 
Saturday before Super Bowl, February 3rd.  We hope to regain that coveted trophy.  Plan to play!  
More information to follow at a later date. 
 
 

 
 
 
On Saturday, November 4th, a number of our bocce group [The Halls, Hurbans, MaryLou and 
Sheryl] taught bocce to young people at the Conservation Foundation Fall Festival.  Over one 
thousand people attend this event held at the Bay Preserve and we were thanked for our 
participation. Our bocce picnic was held the following day; therefore we were able to use some 

of their tables and chairs. 
 
We thank Carl and Nancy Schubert for caring for the court while Jerry and Carol Hall were 
traveling. Jerry is once again doing a great job with maintenance. 
 
Hope to see more of you joining us at the court on Sundays from 2-4.  Any questions, call me at 
908 507 3048.        
 
 Thanks,    Tom Hurban 
 
 
 



PHOTOS FROM THE BOCCE PICNIC 

Photos by Nancy Schubert 
 
 
 
 

                               
 
 

                          
 
 

                          
 
 
 



A DAY AT THE YOUTH OPERA 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday November 12th, a group of GCICS members attended a lively, imaginative performance 
of Rootabaga Country as part of Sarasota’s youth opera program.  The original commissioned 
work was based on source material from renowned American poet Carl Sandburg who developed 
the Rootabaga Country characters as part of stories he created and told to his grandchildren.  The 
musical presentation featured a cast of more than 70 youthful performers who lent their energy, 
lilting voices, dynamic spirit, and fun-loving personalities to this creative and cleverly conceived 
show.  Prior to attending the performance, several of the GCICS members also enjoyed a delicious, 
cordial breakfast at First Watch restaurant, just a “stone’s throw” from the Sarasota Opera.  Good 
food and good company helped add to the pleasure of joining in this morning get together.  
Attending this youth opera event was just one more opportunity to savor and enjoy the benefits of 
GCICS membership and comraderie. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
The following restaurants have donated gift certificates in the past month. 
 
* have provided gift certificates in the past. 
1)  Rendez Vous   924-1234 
2)  Opa Opa    927-1672 * 
3)  Mattisons 41  921-3400 * 
4)  First Watch 954-1395 * 
5)  Seasons 52   702-9652 * 
6)  JPAN    954-5720 
Please check the expiration dates! 
 
 
Thank you, Linda Mercurio, for all your hard work in obtaining all these gift certificates this 
summer! 
 
 

 

  

  

NEW language lesson times: 
 
There were concerns voiced that language lessons and happy hours were on the same day. So 
Pam and Silvio are okay with changing the day.   On Tuesdays, at 1PM beginning classes will be 
held, and at 2PM conversation classes will be held.   They will start classes the second week in 
January. 
 



Stoneybrook Country Club 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

RESTAURANTS OFFERING 10% DISCOUNT TO MEMBERS 

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE RESTAURANTS 

2017 – 2018 

 

Beulah Restaurant @ 1766 Main St.  960-2305 

 

Café Amici @1371 Main St.   951-6896 

 

Café Baci @ 4001 S. Tamiami Trail  921- 4848 

 

Café Barbosso @ 5501 Palmer Circle  922-7999 

 

Chianti Ristorante @ 3900 Clark Road  952-3186 

 

Flavio’s 5239 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key  349-0995 

 

Good Fellas @ 4571 Clark Road   922-9470 

 

Mona Lisa @ 4989 Ringwood Meadows  377-6562 

 

Salute @ 1st Street and N. Lemon  365-1020 

 

San Marco @ 505 W. Venice Ave.  254-6565 

 

Opa Opa @ 6525 Superior Ave.   927-1672 

 

Valentino’s @ 8203 Cooper Creek Blvd.  359-6400 

                          4045 Clark Road                           921-9600 
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