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Message from the President:
I get very excited when the time is nearing to
welcome back our members.
GCICS is growing by leaps and bounds. I am
thrilled to report our membership numbers
are approaching “200” members. Thanks to
all of you who recommend our club to friends
and people new to the area.
Save the date January 10th, 2020 for the
Annual Meeting taking place at the
Community Foundation of Sarasota County
(CFSC).
Last Fall, GCICS took on the exiting job of
applying to become a giving partner along
with many other non-profits in Sarasota
County. Thanks especially to Ellen Roderick

and Jerry Hall for spear-heading the venture.
We were successful in meeting the
requirements and are a Giving Partner. In the
spring, we will have the opportunity to
participate in the Giving Challenge. Through
this process we may be able to acquire
matching funds for our scholarship program.
On Sunday, October 27th, 2019 we will
celebrate Italian Cultural Heritage Month
Welcome Back Luncheon at Mattison’s 41 at
11:30am…$39 to Mary Lou Ferrari to attend.
I hope to see you all there.
That’s all for now.
Ciao,
Sheryl Lazzarotti

LA CENA

Dear GCICS Members,
The date for our first LA CENA event of the 2019-2020 program year has been set. It will
be held on 10/15/19 at La Violetta, the intimate ristorante that has become a Sarasota
favorite, and last year wowed GCICS attendees with its superb Northern Italian
dishes. Due to space restrictions, attendance is limited to 20 guests. So if you wish to
join us, don't delay in following reservation instructions below. Here are the details:
WHAT:
GCICS LA CENA a-la-carte dinner.
WHEN:
Tuesday, October 15th, 2019 at 7 pm.
WHERE: La Violetta, 3809 South Tuttle Ave., Sarasota FL 34239.
PARKING: In front of restaurant.
HOW DO I MAKE A RESERVATION: Email George Arfield (arfield@yahoo.com)
typing in the "Subject" line "LA CENA" and indicating in the text your full name,
telephone# and number of persons attending?
As in past La Cena events meals are ordered a la carte. La Violetta serves wine and
beer but no liquor. If the past is any indication of what's ahead, this will be another
outstanding gastronomic experience. We look forward to seeing you there.
George Arfield
GCICS Social & Cultural Chair

ITALIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE MONTH
MONTH
MESSA DELLA CULTURA ITALIANO

We are pleased to announce our Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back
Luncheon. Paola Tate, our fellow GCICS member who also leads the Italian
Language Sessions, will share aspects of her fascinating life, from her early
childhood in pre-World War II Ethiopia to her time hiding from the Germans in Italy
to her eventual return to Ethiopia where she received her university education. We
will use a special format in which our GCICS Cultural Chair, George Arfield, will have
“A Conversation with Paola”. We think you will find Paola’s largely untold story a
fascinating one.
Event:
“GCICS Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back Luncheon”
Date/Time: Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm
Location:
Mattison’s 41 Restaurant, 7275 So. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL.,
34231
Cost:
$39 all inclusive; make check payable to GCICS; write entrée
selection(s) on the check or in a note.
Mail Check to: Mary Lou Ferrari, 338 Yacht Harbor Drive, Osprey, FL
34229; please make certain it arrives in her mailbox by Oct 18.
Point of
Contact:
Mary Lou Ferrari [(908) 310-7685] is traveling Sept
18-Oct 5; if you have questions then, call Sheryl Lazzarotti (908)
803-4400.
Program:
“A Conversation with Paola” (George Arfield will have a
conversation with Paola Tate, GCICS’s Italian Language
Instructor)

*Hors d’oeuvres
(Sharing platters on tables)
* Pot Roast stuffed baby redskin potatoes with gorgonzola & a port wine drizzle.
*Rosemary Focaccia, Flatbreads & Breadsticks: with olive oil, vinegar and
spice dipping sauce on the tables.
1st Course
Mattison’s House Salad
2nd Course
Penne ala Vodka
3rd Course: Entrée (choose one of three):
-Chicken in Chianti: Roasted with onions, tomatoes, celery,
carrots, pine nuts, sultanas, demi-glace and sage.
-Rosemary & Lemon Honey Glazed Salmon: with a citrus
Beurre Blanc.
-Vegetarian Torte: layers of white potato, sweet potato, yellow
squash, eggplant, zucchini, roma tomato, spinach and parmesan.
Note: Chef’s choice starch & vegetable with entrees.
4th Course: Dessert
Panna Cotta
*Beverages & Coffee included.
CASH BAR

BOCCE CORNER NEWS

Hi all, One of our Club’s great
functions is the “welcome back” bocce
picnic. DATE: Sunday, November 3th.
This will be a repeat of last year’s
venue, proving to be something fun
and a great mixer. Please come to
enjoy each other’s company under or
near the pavilion next to the bocce
court at the Conservation Foundation
grounds. Club members provide their
own main course, plus a side dish for
about 6-8 people to share with
everyone: salad, side dish, dessert, etc.
The club will provide coffee and cups,
disposable plastic ware and paper
plates. Bring your own beverage to
drink; alcohol is allowed. We will
have tables and some folding chairs,
but please consider bringing more
comfortable chairs for your use.
This event runs from 1:00-500pm.
Parking is limited so carpooling is
great where possible. A detailed e-

mail blast will be sent out as a
reminder in mid-October. I will then
need an RSVP to ensure we have
ample supplies.
I have been north all summer but hear
that we have many new bocce players.
I look forward to meeting them and all
other new members at this event. Of
course, it will be great to see all club
members as our club is a super means
for making friendships.
Bocce is played each Sunday from 24’ish
at
the
Bay
Preserve,
Conservation Foundation grounds, 400
Palmetto Drive in Osprey. All are
welcome and bocce experience is
definitely not necessary!
Tom Hurban
Bocce Chair
908 507 3048
dorisntom@gmail.com

SARASOTA YOUTH OPERA
DINNER & PERFORMANCE

Event:

Dinner & Sarasota Youth Opera Performance

Performance: “Brundibar”
Date:
Saturday, Nov 16, 2019
Time:
Dinner: 5:00 pm; Performance: 7:00 pm (90 min. with one intermission; in
English)
Location:
Dinner: The Bijou Café (across from Opera House); Performance: Sarasota
Opera House, 61 N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236.
Cost:

Performance: $30; Dinner cost will vary depending on what you order.

Seats:

GCICS has reserved 30 tickets.

Deadline:

We need your reservation by November 2, 2019 at the latest.

POC:
Send check made payable to GCICS to Sheryl Lazzarotti, 7486 Edenmore St,
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
Dinner:

Please include a note with check if you plan to join the group for dinner.

Questions:

Sheryl Lazzarotti (908-803-4400)

NOTE: If you plan to attend the dinner, please arrive by 5:00 pm. That is when the restaurant
opens. If you arrive earlier, there is plenty of patio seating. The staff will be well aware that the
group needs to be in the Opera House by 6:50 pm at the latest. So all need to be there at 5:00 pm
for seating; order our drinks promptly and study the menu. In fact, except for specials, you may
want to review the dinner menu on line. Separate checks will be provided.

Italian Language Class Notice

If you attend the Wednesday afternoon Beginners or Conversation Italian language
sessions at the home of Paola Tate please observe the following important request:

*As of (9/25/19), there will be absolutely NO PARKING on the street across Wilkinson
Road.
In other words, park only on Atwood Cay Circle, north of Wilkinson Road.
Failing to do so will cause embarrassment to the Tate family and might result in cars
parked south of Wilkinson being towed away.
The president of the board of the association across Wilkinson Road has sternly informed
us that this short street, even though it has no homes fronting it, is private and designated
as a "no parking" area. Some of the residents in that community have objected to cars
being parked there.

*Please help us "maintain the peace" while we seek a reasonable solution. We hope to
have a meeting with the board of the condo across Wilkinson Road at which time we plan
to present our case and make an appeal for neighborly understanding.
We realize this will, for some, mean extra walking distance to the Tate residence but your
cooperation is essential for the sake of the Tates’ peace of mind and the reputation of
GCICS.
*We will keep you abreast of developments. Until then, please observe this "no parking
request." Thank you in advance.

GEORGE ARFIELD
GCICS Social and Cultural Chair

Frank Piccolo

John J. Mercurio

On 5/26/19, Francesco (Frank) Piccolo
passed away. Born in Reggio Calabria, Italy,
he attended school receiving technical
training in clothing manufacturing for men
and women. At the age of 19, he was
recruited into the Italian Air Force and
discharged in 1954 with honors. In 1955
Frank opened his own apparel business, and
at the age of 29, during the industrial
revolution he decided to sell his business
and move to the United States. Frank
married his wife Maria and they had twins,
Laura and David. Franks career spanned 30
years in the garment industry working for
Genesco, Liz Claiborne and HartMarx as a
General Manager, Director, and International
Division Manager. Traveling all over the
world he attained international fame in the
clothing industry. Frank enjoyed ballroom
dancing, golf, soccer, bocce, travel and
walking. Frank was a faithful member of
GCICS and loved playing bocce each
Sunday with members.

John J. Mercurio, 70, of Sarasota passed
away 8/23/19. Born in Sarasota, he attended
Riverview High School. He graduated from
Florida Southern College with a BS degree in
accounting. After college graduation, he
served his country proudly in the U.S. Army
in Saigon, Vietnam. After army service, he
kept in contact with his army buddies, and he
worked for the State of Florida as an auditor
for several years based in Miami. Returning
to Sarasota he took over his father’s
accounting business. He formed a
successful CPA practice with Jon Bridgford.
He spent many hours working and traveling
to meet with their various circus clients. John
was involved with several community
activities including the Jaycees, Episcopal
Church of the Redeemer, and Historic
Spanish Point. John loved to travel,
especially with his son Matthew of Tampa.
John was an active member of GCICS for a
number of years and also served as GCICS’s
CPA. We shall all miss him.

2019-2020 GCICS EVENTS
By: Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary

Call with questions: Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary: 301-775-1344 The GCICS Board of
Directors continues to make plans for the 2019-2020 program year. May I ask you to take out
your 2019 & 2020 calendars and mark the following dates for some very exciting activities?
*Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019: La Cena: 7:00 pm, La Violetta Ristorante, Sarasota; cost depends on
what you order; announced on 9/10/19.
* Sunday, Oct 27, 2019: Italian Cultural Heritage Month Welcome Back Luncheon: 11:30 am,
Mattison’s 41; $39; announced
* Sunday, Nov 3, 2019: Welcome Back Bocce Picnic (1:00 pm): @ Bocce Court, Osprey; to be
announced.
* Sat, Nov 16, 2019: Sarasota Youth Opera Performance (Brundibar) (7:00 pm) @ Opera
House; dinner at 5:00 pm at The Bijou Café – announced on 9/2/19.
* Sunday, Dec 15, 2019: Holiday Dinner Party & Scholarship Fundraiser (5:30-9:00 pm) @
home of Dr. Noel & Ms. Eileen Chiantella, No. Venice ($30+bring a dish & wine); to be
announced.
* Friday, Jan 10, 2020: Annual Meeting/Lunch/Town Hall/Lecture (11:30-2:30 pm); no cost;
Community Foundation of Sarasota County; to be announced.
* Saturday, Feb 8, 2020: Bocce Invitational V (1:00 pm); @ The Cascades (Lockwood Ridge
Rd); Bocce competition followed by pizza/salad/dessert dining and music for your entertainment
(including dancing); to be announced.
* Tuesday, Feb 25, 2020: Mardi Gras/Carnevale Party & Scholarship Fundraiser (5:30-9:00
pm); Penny Thomas’s home, near IMG Academy, ($30+bring a dish & wine); to be announced.
* Sunday, March 15, 2020: St. Joseph's Feast Day Celebration (12-3 pm) @ Cafe Baci; to be
announced.
* Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020: Scholarship Awards Brunch (10:30 – 1:00 pm) @ Tara Golf &
Country Club; to be announced.

Additionally, we are looking into other events in which you have expressed interest: Sarasota
Opera House Tour; Cooking Class; and several cultural lectures. LaCena Dinner Parties
continue throughout the year as do Happy Hours (Mondays at 4:30 or 5:00), Language
Instruction (Wednesdays) and Sunday Bocce.

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL REPORT
By George Arfield

The continued growth of the
GCICS membership base is a
challenge in the search for new events
that live up to the promise of our
organization’s mission. At the same
time one is frequently reminded of the
popularity of past venues or
experiences, a situation that demands a
sort of balancing act between the triedand-true old and the experimental new,
especially during the busy winter
months.
We are charged with organizing
three sorts of activities, each quite
different, although all fall within the
Italian concept of culture:
1. Presentations that are either
informational/educational
or
entertaining.
2. Italian language classes for
beginners and, separately,
conversation sessions for those
wishing to improve their
language skills.
3. Dinners that, in the tradition of
“the old country,” celebrate
polished gastronomy as an
underpinning for conversation
and fellowship: “La Cena.”
Following the success of the 2019
talks —full-house in both instances-on archaeology in the Mediterranean

by Prof, Davide Tanasi and the
screening of the 1943 Italian film
“Ossessione” by Prof. Scott Perry two
speakers will address us in the coming
months. Fellow-member Paola Tate,
our professor of Italian, will speak at
the October 27 “Welcome back”
luncheon
about
her
girlhood
experiences in Africa and war-torn
Italy. Then, at the January 10, 2020
Annual Meeting, Dr. Jim McGuire,
Prof. Emeritus, Tulane University, will
lead us into a space voyage that begins
with Galileo’s invention of the
telescope. As this is being written we
are working on at least two additional
lectures for 2020; stay tuned!
The highly popular, and always
sold-out “La Cena” evenings resume
on October 15. The event will be held
at “La Violetta,” formerly “La
Scarpetta.” The name is new but we’re
told the owners remain the same: the
charming couple from Parma, Rosario
and Emilio.
Meanwhile we’re
working on attractive new venues, a
wine tasting and another moonlight
dinner cruise on Sarasota Bay.
Your suggestions are always
welcome and we thank all participants
for helping make these events
instructional and fun.

EMBRACING OUR 2020 SCHOLARSHIP YEAR
By Julie Bondarenko

As we move forward to embrace our
2020 Scholarship year, it makes me
reminisce about our very successful
2019, and what it meant to six high
school students who received $1500
scholarship awards.
This comes about through the
generosity of our GCICS community
and their family and friends; not only
giving monetarily but also giving their
time and talents to ensure the success
of this very worthy cause.
It is a wonderful endeavor and very
satisfying to know, that you have
helped several deserving seniors who
are about to embark on the next four
years realizing that their success is not
only dependent upon their scholastic
abilities but also on their ability to
meet their financial obligations.
Our merit scholarships are presented at
our Awards Brunch at the Tara Golf
and Country Club. Proud family and
friends are invited to this event so that
they will be part of their son’s or
daughter’s accomplishments. It is not

only an opportunity to meet these
seniors and their families, but also an
opportunity for them to meet our
GCICS community.
I am hoping that 2020 will prove to be
our best year, the year that we are able
to add to our scholarship fund
sufficiently so that we may increase
the amount we give and/or the number
of students who will receive a
scholarship from GCICS. I invite all
our members to attend next year’s
2020 celebration which takes place on
April 5, 2020 honoring students who
will go on to become our future
doctors, engineers, writers, business
persons and teachers as did our
honored graduates of 2019.
Remember, giving helps our success in
achieving our goals and demonstrates
the essence of our mission….giving to
our community and at the same time
enjoying all the benefits of our Gulf
Coast Italian Culture Society.
We invite you to take this opportunity
to become one of our donors.

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS

GCICS Italian Language Classes

President
Sheryl Lazzarotti
Stoneybrook
slazzarotti@gmail.com

Country Club

Vice President
Linda Mercurio
lindascot@iname.com

Secretary

1. Italian for Beginners

Ellen Roderick, PhD
itrain@erols.com

2. Italian Conversation for those having basic to
advanced command of the language and who
are willing to actively participate in the
conversation to the best of their ability to
communicate in Italian. Full fluency is not
required but participation is. This is not a class
for silent auditors.

Treasurer
Penny Thomas
dafyddpen@AOL.com

Bocce
Tom Hurban, DDS
dorisntom@gmail.com

Courtesy
Nancy Schubert
Sunshine.gcics@gmail.com

Membership
Mary Lou Ferrari
MLFFLYME@yahoo.com

Both of these classes are for GCICS members
only. Please do not bring guests, friends or
visitors. Space issues require us to request that
those wishing to join either class FOR THE
FIRST TIME contact either Prof. Tate
(rstvideo@aol.com)
or
George
Arfield
(arfield@yahoo.com) to insure that there is space
available.

Newsletter Editor
Mary Faith Rinaldi
maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com

Scholarship
Julie Bondarenko
juliebondy@yahoo.com

Social and Cultural
George Arfield
arfield@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
William Korp

The classes are held every Wednesday during
“season” at the home of the Tate family: Italian
for Beginners from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm and Italian
Conversation from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. The
address is 4583 Atwood Cay Circle, Sarasota FL
34233.

wrkorp@comcast.net
Linda Ahern

lindalahern@aol.com
Pam Parodi
Chez.parodi@verizon.net

Website Coordinator
Jerry Hall
CZHalls@verizon.net

Past Presidents
Joseph Raffaele, PhD
Gabriella Thurston
Patrick Corsentino
Arthur Castraberti
Marie Corsentino
Mary Amabile Palmer
William Korp
Anthony Esposito

Led by Prof. Paola Tate, GCICS offers its
members two levels of instruction in the Italian
language:

1988-1992
1993-2001
2001-2004
2004-2006
2007
2008-2010
2010-2014
2015-2016

Members in "Italian for Beginners" are asked to
leave the Tate residence promptly before the
"Italian Conversation" hour begins. Conversely,
those attending the "Italian Conversation" hour
are asked to not attend the "Italian for Beginners"
class. In other words: attend one class or the
other but not both.

